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Tha following ia Primarily of interest
Yo Cenadiens but since we feel that the e-
ventual outcome might be harmful not only
te the ceause of 5-F in Canads but also
seriously reterd the spread of S-7 through-
out the entire world, we trust that you
will bser with us whilse wo bring you up to
df.t'fl .

In May of 1948 a group of Omnndians
formed a book importing firm celled The
House of York. The purpose of this firm
w2s to enable Oanadiene to obtain American
fantaey bocks at only slightly above their
retoil pricee. Before the formation of
this firm, Cenadions hed to purchass all
fanteey books in the U.S.h. and paid
hzavy customs on top of the initial coste.

For over a year The House of York
functioned mainly as a service organize-—
tion; doing migsicnary work; obtaining
unusual titles froem all parts of ths world
et little or no profit. They were content
for they were building up a steadily
growing group of lenadion S-F recdors, and
saving scerce U.S. dollars.

Then in HMay of this year, The House
of York started a nation-wide advertising
campaign in an attempt to interest the
general reeding public in the offorings of
the "emell publishers". Results werc vory
gretifying and contracts were 2igned for
long term edvertieing. The changsover
from mimeographad pricolists to attrac-
tively illustrated cetologuos reprodusad
by offsst was undortaken. Arrangoments
wore complstod with the FECB to nllow thom
en lrcracsed quote of Ameriean dollers so
toztl they could enlergc their ordere.

Coincident with these happonings, an
swent  took plece et ths Publishor's Con-
vention in Weshington thet wes to wipe out
in an inetent their yeer's work. Mr.
doneborger, owner of the Rendozvous Book
Shcp in Toronte, porsusded tho Associntion
of Fentasy Publishere that they should
ellow him to handle their books in Cansdr
en  an oxclusive basiss On a purely bue-

level this
perfectly alright but goingz below the sur-
face even a fraction of an inch exposes an
exampla of poor business dealings the liks
of' which seldom comes to light.

iness transaction might seen

The House of York had en agresment
which made them exclusive Canadian dsalars
for Shasta Publishers. The loophole in
this agreement was the clause that stated:

"This arrengement is to remain in forece
until such time as either party wishes to
torminate thie arrangement, at which time

it is to be done, in writing, to the other
perty.’ In other words, the normal pro-
cedure would be to give the other party
thirty days notice, in writing, cf intent
to terminate. To date, more than a month
uftor the Washington moet, not one of ths
publishers in the U.S5., least of all
Sheeta, has socen fit to notify The Houee
of York that they will no longer be por-
zitted to import fantasy boocks into Cansada.

The only notification they received
wae brought ebout by e precipitous visit
on the part of Mr. Honmsberger to the home
of one of the thres partners of The Housc
of York. Taking place on a Sunday after=-
noon when the other two membersof the firm
were unavailabls, the meeting did nothing
but confuse the issue for Honaberger gaveo
Grent a great meny half-truths end peraon-
al opinions rather than facts. As soon as
Grant ecquainted McKeown with the situa-
tion the latter immediztely phoned Korshak
in Chicago to endeaveour to straighten out
the matter. "It wae evident as soon es
Korshak started talking that he knew what
the call was all about and was prepared to
gloee over end complainte!" Ths only set-
isfactory result wae Korshak's promiss to
write The Houee of York and give them an
official statomont for their records. To
dnte = not even a postcard!

Even that could have been forgiven
because Hensberger enid that he was a job=
ber end would wholesele +to the firm at
approximately the same price as they were




From The Editor's Cheir

previously gpaying for direct import. The
Hense of York was willing teo absorb this
o

=% increase and the situation could have
remeined unchanged. Then, Mr. Honsberger
pulled out the plug — firme purchasing
from him must, and note thet word must,
ecll at his prices. And, those prices are
3,75 for & 33.00 book. A 25% increese at
r=teil +to offsct a 10% increasc st whele-
gales

Let us quote from romarks Mr. Hons-
rerger made to McKeown during a telephone
zonversations "s..the increass in price
will have aboolutely neo affect on your
(The House of York's) sales! Even when you
were advertising at 33.25 we were selling
booka to your customers at “3.67:" Thoeo
two statements brought loud raspberries
from The Houses of York <for a poll of the
157 Canadisns whe had dealt with them
showed that not one hed ever patronized

[lonsbsrger's! And, a8 far as losing cus-
tomsrs goes = only six out of the 137
would continue to deal with them et the

ncw prices. The other 131 sent in such
comments as, "outrageous", "profiteering",
"blow te Cenadian readera", which
comuents indiceted rathor cleerly that the
rverzge Canaedien fan thought he had been
vory roughly hendled.

You will note that there is onc ad in
this issuz for "Tha Ship of Ishtar". This
title wes arranged for previous to thie
mix-up with Honsberger.  However, this
will not be +the only book available in
Jenada ot the old (73.2%) price. alroady
ona crgrnization hae announced ite ability

to fignt +this price increasc. Wntch
JAlFal for their announcomont.

Therz you have it fens. Make what
you like out of it. ¥We figure it is an

oxarple of unjust profiteering but perhaps
vou foel differontly. Plesmes drop ue &
line end let us know your opinione.

* % ¥ * *

Szptcmber 3=4-5 will scc fans from
meny lands gathering in Cineinnati for the
SBsventh World Science Fiction Convention,
better known as The CINVENTION. If nd-
venee roports are fulfilled at thet time,
this Con promisés to be the biggest and
best of all tho annuel gotherings. The
grent majority of you who arc reading this
heva beon to previous conventione so thoro
is not much point in telling you what e
truly grand tims is had by all. However,

-

)

thero are a few points which might be of
interest here for they will nc doubt be
brought up for discussion at this yeer's
Cone The first, whether cities may bi’
for the Con "in sbsentin”, has been tossc”
back and forth so ofton that the argumer..
for and against are rather well known.
Portland has very definitely announced it-
intention of esking for the 1950 Cen. Ws
feel that they are well organized an.
would no doubt be eble to put on o very
good show butwe object most strenuously it~
their "erying in their beer" about the
Con not having been in the West sincs '46.
We also see absolutely no reason why thic
matter of rotation by time zones should be
adopted. As the gong in any of the seven
Convention cities will esay, thers isa very
great samount of work attached to putting
on & Con. To tie the site down to one
particular area leavosue open for tho time
when a half-prepared group takes on thu
job just because thoy're the only cnes in
thoir time zone that's even nearly ready.
The site should very definitely go to the
group that is prepared and thet has a
delegate at the Con. 3Some person who will
be responsible for the staging of the Con.
Morez of thie in asncther issue.

The one thing that doss causs & bit
of trouble is the constant ewitching back
end forth from Labor Day to the Fourth of
July. What it meesns is that, for example,
the TORCON had only ten months to prepare,
whereas the CINVENTION hes fourteen monthe
to work on their sst-up. actually this
mey oeerm like a relatively minor point,
but you'd be amazed just how much can be
sccomplished in those sextra four months,
sspecially in the wey of membershipes. it
tho present time we can't think of any wey
to stendardize the date but it's something
to think abouta

Also glad to note that the .uctien is
slatsd for Sunday afterncon. Let's hope
that it never ngein sppears on an svening.

* % ® ¥ &
Send that deollar membership fee to:

CINVENTION COMMITTEE

BOX 116,

SHARONVILLE,

USa

* Kk ¥ N %
At the time of writing we heve  high
hopes of seeing a sizeable Canadien deloe-
getion at Cincinnati this falllee.esssoENM

CHIO




FART U-JJQ..PJJ'{L\J\[
= By

.....

Rl

i ‘;;..':.:;i.| Pl

iy
phi

I
e

E0WAND N 1NeHEOL)

o ity ﬁ;‘f‘g T T
vﬁ?@fw&ﬁf;’fx 11 ek j ' AWTTEN

L L y SRS B}

i NG

i




Utopia: "From 1lit. 'nowhere' — Gr. 'ou', not and

placa.

All of wus have found ourselves at
sometime or another, laying down the law
about esome social, religioue or political
problem, and in my opinieon the thoughts of
chier men on thess subjecte are of interest
to the reader. In this article I have not
attempted to present an exhaustive study
of +the Tield of utopian literature for to
do so would require a book of many thous—
ande of pages. I have quite simply ignored
muny Utopias either through lack of suffi-
clent epace to treat them adequately or
¢lee because they are available only in
forcign editions. Neither has any attempt
been made to cover modern "pseudo-utopias”
such as are pressnted in many magazines
and bocks of the present era,.

1’ & man dose not feel at home in his
surroundinge he becomes either & rebel or
& madmanes This epirit of rebellion may
foster anything from passive dislike to
a very deep hatred for his native country.
Some peopls appreach this incongruity be-
twecn themselves and sodety intellectually
rather than eomotionally and they tend to
create in their own minds visions of a
future estate possessing all the pleasures
and none of the evile of the present soc-
iszty. These fantasies may be & means of
cecape for +the woak or a clarion call to
action for the strong minded egoiet. At
timece the two are inseparsble for the pic-
ture of the future mey be an escape to the
auther but an inspiration to other, more
dissatiafisd people.

Utogas come from the despest reocesses
in mene minde and it is very rare for them
to rise to the surface. When they do, they
ars ather entirely unintellectual, entire-
ly emotional providing many brilliant pic-
turee of the future or they are so intel-
lectual as to be scarce ' a picture at all.
invariably there is a mixture in the writ-
inge of meny men.

A satiriet or a dreamer? That is the
guestion most often asked authors of fan-
tasies. In the past, the mejority of aut-
hors hive been meinly satiriete using their
dreams as & subordinate theme. Today,
therc are no authors to be questioned as
to their motives, for the Utopie ae a sep-
arate and distinct form of literature is
dying out. Modern writers construct =a

'topos’,

An imaginary island represented by Sir Tho-
mes More as enjoying perfection in laws,

politics."

sketchy Utopia and, by leaving one glaring
flaw in ite makeup, allow themeelves suf-
ficient room to tear the story to pieccs.
Humen interest seems to be the mecst sought
after effect In writing today and as a rc-
sult no author deres to produce a purcly
accurate, descriptive effort.

The field of utopian literature con
be emsily divided into three temporal di-
visions, each segment fostered by onc of
the greatest authors of ité iiwe. Begin-
ning with Plato and his "Republieca" and
"Laws", we enter upon the first and lea.t
productive of these perlods. During tn'o
time we find only scholarly treatiees on
ideal states and a rather complete lack or
satire and fentasy. To the averages reader
of today,weaned on modern,light literaturs
the impressive but rather weighty works of
this time &are useless because they are
neither easily understood nor enjoyed.

Thies period has, however, made onc
major contribution, for the simple unmech-
anized Utopn of Plato has been copied timeo
and time again. Samuel Butler in a chapter
in "Erewhon" pictures the destruction of
all but +the eimplest machines because of
the fear of the Erewhoniane that the humcn
race would beeventually dominated by the
mechines. This ies but one of the many de--
vices used by writers to explain the lack

of mechanical contrivances in their pet
Utoplas.

The peried of the Renaissance wac
ushered in ir z: auspicious manner by the

publication in 1516 of 8ir Thomas More's
"Utopia", to my knowledge the only book to
be published under this unique titls. More
was 8 s8cholar, philosopher and hypocrite.
In sharp contrast +to his preaching of
tolerance in his book he leac i1 the per-
secution of heratice in his native land.
This inconsistency in the man's character
does not affect the literary merit of ris
excellent work "Utopia", in which he glo-
rifies & model island governed in a pseudo
democratic manner. The Macarians, & toleir-
ant, happy people, live, not in a land
overflowing with luxury, but rather in a
country governed by an iren-bound econony
which provides enough for all. Thoy arc
ruled by members of their own family; thay
have free modical care; a eix hour working
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day; and yet, to a person brought up under
a system of free enterpriese and advance=-
ment, the country seems far from perfect
because of the supreseion of embition and
initiative. Everybody is equally regiment-
ed and apparenfly the inhabitents are happy
with thie eituation for they meke no at-
tempt to differentiate themselves from
other members of their race. They wear no
ornaments, dress in shapeless white gar-
ments, there being neither variety nor
color in the clothes of either sex, and
have only such physical possessione as are
needed for their comfort and well-being.

"Utopia", written as it is in the
third person, devoid of dialogue, human
interest, color, adventure and direct sat-
ire,resolves itself into an extremely dull
treatise on the fundamental philosophy of
socialism as practiced in & never-never
land.

Sir Francis Bacon's "New Atlantia"
(1627) is the first completely scientific
approach to Utcopia. By this 1 do not mean
that it is a well conceived story, far
from it, for in parte it is sloppy and
vagus end betrays the decay and senility
of an old man, but rather that Bacon be-
lieves that +the most important thing is
the ineculcation of a reslly scientiflc at=
titude towarde life into the minds of the
general populace. Of the economiec dif-
flculties of the island of Bensalem nothing
is said and the whele state has been plan-
ned by the inevitable benevolent dictutor
Salomona, who established perfect fund-
smental lawse The story is extremely
childish and poorly written, giving as it
does only a shallow glossary of ideas with
no suggestions about their performances

A Dominican monk, Tomasso Campanelle,
gave to an apathetic world "The City of
the Sun" (1637) which is not only contem-
porary in conception with Bacon's work but
containe also the same ordered harmony.
The story is in the form of & dialogue be-
tween & Grand Master of the Knights Hoe-
pitallers and a Genoess Sea Captain. The
Captain describes a viesit to a pantheistic
City State reminiscent of Athens but not
a direct copys The horoscope of every
Solarian is cast and according to thie he
is educated and set to work. Everything
belongs to the state,sven balbes. In order
to assure that the children are born with
all the best, only those people deemed fit
by the satate are grarted a breeding li-

Utoplan Handbock

censes In thie ae in most Utopias, the
driving force is aided by an absolute reg-
imentation of the people, an unwavering
dictatorship, in this case benevolent, =
complete control of & persons euwery move-
ment, subjugation of +the individuals de-
gires to the wishes of the state. Despitc
thie,Campanella realised that human nature
must be pguided rather than coerced, and
although the guidance may seem a little
stiff by present day standards it was es
nothing when compared with the obligatory
obedience described in "Christianopolia'
(1619) a +theclogical Utopia written bty
Johan Valentin Andreae. Hers is to bo
found the first use of the shipwreck mo-
tif as a method of reaching Utopia. The
work of a scholar and a moral reformer, il

opens with a diatribe sgainet the Antl
Christ that sets the theme for the whol~
booke The good ship Phantasy is wrecked

on the island of Caphar Sama somewhere in
the Antarctic, end from there the author
conducte ue on & tour of e Utopia based o
a love of learning and a dogmatic beliet
in the principles of a Christian Life. Tho
uniform monotony of the citizens existencs
end the coercion in moral and social mat-
tere and their narrownsse would displease
use There is no room here for individualty
or perscnal freedom.

One of the most intereeting ~features
of these four Utopias, is their complete
neglect of any treatment of the political
problem of government. At the time Europe
was the home of despotieme and such 2n
omission is by no means extraordinary. In
Harrington's "Oceana" the problem is facecd
for the first +tims in any Utopia. BScant
mention will be made here of this rather
dull book which first saw the light of day
in 1656. The bock is long, encumbered
with inumerable historical examples and
unending political arguments.

William Hurrell Mallock de,c- ted from
reality and wrote an enjoyeble little Vic-
todan fantasy "New Republic" (1877) which,
in the form of a platonic dialogue, sat-
irises hie contemporaries. It starts at a
very exclusive dinner party with a seeming-
¥ endless discussion of the end of sccisty
and the definition of culture. From thence
the guests go on to contribute commentc
although none of them are capable of con-
structive thought. They all accept the
existing eociety with ite class divisionc
and meke no serious sttempt to envision a
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reel Utopia.

Mallock really only flirts with the
Jtupis idea, but one of hie contemporaries
W.H. Hudeon in his "Crystal 4Age" (1906),
ie thoroughly in earnest. Hudecon himeelf
calle it a "Romsnce of +the Future" but
aven though hie future ie now dated, it
does not derogate from ite value. - While
o1 8 botanical expedition our young herc
is stunned by a fall among the rocks, and
whan he regaine hie senees the reader is
gradually and deftly made aware that he
is in a atrange land. A simple funeral
cottaze showe him that the people of the
future ers the original Anglo-Saxons. The
‘nevitable young girl, so lovely, so lov-
able, wears a drese that neither hampers
her liquid movements nor wantonly displays
her charme. Our herc is discoverad, tells
his story and of course is not believed
for nobedy has heerd of Englend. In co-
mpany %with Yoletta, the girl, he is teken
te The House, which is the core of this
simple eincere exietence. Upon offering
to buy soms clothes to replece hie out-
landish attire, he ia greated with shocked
eilence, for mcnosy is unknown in thie
world. As is cusiomary, our young |hero
fells in love with Yoletta but faile to
realize that everyone lovea each and
every other person with a strange un-ani-
mal-like passion. Ome day in anger, Yo-
latta teare a page of The Book of The
Houss &and ie punished, for any injury to
Ths House must be avenged. He pines du-
ring her absence, and on the day of her
relecase falle into a fever and ie forewith
punishad for being ill. Our hero, umable
to live without Yoletta, drinks of "The
cold magic, yellow liquid that brings re-
lisf from pein — magical oblivion."

This cbecure etory deserves ell the
gpzc2 it has been given, for the balanced
and sincere language and the particular
care with which it is written mark, "A
Crystal Age" msn little gem of literature.
The characterization is excellent and an
air of reality is given to this utopia
that almoet etertles us today. The modern
eritic would follow the stery right up teo
tha subjugation of the paseions, but there
I imagir: he would rebel. But outside of
this rather trifling objection the story
is very applicable tc present day life.

Two underground wutcpias, "The Coming
Rece" (1871) by E.B. Lytton and, "Under-

ground men" (Trans. 1905) by J.G. Tarde,
illustrate the +two poseible modes of =
type of +treatment deeigned to leave ths
reader feeling a little more ready to ac-
cept the present and to agree that perhape
the world ien't suchea bad place after all.
Lytton elowly ellows the reader to gain
the impression that his Coming race has
built & euper=civilization, hae at its
commend mochanicael  contrivances beside
which the devices of the Weetern World
ssom like toye, and hes, by careful breed-
ing, produced a race of super-beings. Ths
reader feels inferior tc these beinge at
first, but gradually his eense of infer-
iority fedse and we se2 in company with
the hero, that the Coming Race ie inhumen
and that their world is no .place for us.

The Vrilye heve a rod employing Vril,
which ies the essence of matter so many el-
chemiste have envisicned, which enables
them to perform huge taske without expend-
ing great quantitiee of energy. Our hero
falls in love with the ueual beautiful
heroine, but the marriage is forbidden by
the Elders, and the girl, Zes, helps ths
hero to escape back to his own world. The
bock ie well handled and goee into more
economic details than the average literary
utopia.

"Underground Man" is the story of =
world devaetated by & sudden drop in temp-
eraturs. All the elders perish in the
first wintry blast end the young flee to
Babylon end the wermth of the surrounding
desert. Ths cold continues to advence and
they are finally forced to seek eshelter
underground. A socislistic stete is grad-
ually developed, and a rather wviecious in-
born senee of self-preservetion manifests
itself when they encounter a group of
cannibalistic Chinese. Without eny thought
on the matter, the Chinees are sealed up
in en sabendoned gallery and all.wed to
starve to dsath.

The underground Fhilosophers picturs
the return of the sun as a great boon to
mankind. They believe that it will drive
the less intelligent end more barbaric men
back to +the surface. Tarde in thie final
piece of very delightful satire completes
the circle started by the original belief
of the underground race that Eden was their
habitat.

(To be continued)
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FUNDAMENTAL PROBLE)

By --- Alastair Cameron

One might expect that, with our know-
ledge of physical processes expanding on
all fronts, it would not be possible to
point at any one problem and cell it THE
problem of modern phyeics. Nevertheless,
there is one problem that is 8o basic and
fundamental in the understanding of nature
that we can without doubt claim for it
thie homor. Thie ie the problem of nuclear
foreces, or the nature of forcee between
nuclear particles.

At the beginning of the preeent cent-
ury, the science of epectroscopy wams in a
terrible mese. It wae obeerved that esch
chemical element emitted and absorbed light
waves of very definite and characteristic
wavelengths. These wavelengths constituted
the epectrum of the element. But it wes
not known why the elemente should emit or
absorb these wavelengths; there was no
theory that an element of some particuler
atorlec numbor should emit wavelength so-
aend-eo. This conetituted the fundamentel
problem of those days.

However, with the gradual development
of the wave mechanical quantum thecry,
theec difficultice begen to be cleared up.
The quantum thoory wes an immediate and
howling success, because, =as it grew,
it beceme more refined until ite pre-
dictions were in complete quantitative a-
grecment with experiment.

With the developing knowledge of nucle
er physice it was perhaps natural thet
quantum mechanical ideas and methods would
be used to attempt to explain the nuclear
phenomene as well. This was done, and
it met with a feir emount of succese in
accounting for such phenomens ee alpha de-
cay (the spontaneous smiseion of alpha
particles, the nuclei of helium atoms).
Then along came beta decay (ejection of
electrons from the nucleus). The quantum
theory etruck this snd bounced. It sesmed
thet energy eand momentum were not being
congerved. This had the phyeicists in a
considsrable dither, ee if true this would
be more celamitous than the end of the
world or the +triumph of Boskonia. So the
neutrino wae invented: this ie a particle
heving no charge and no mass when at rest

which no one has ever detected or expects
to deteet wsing vreesent technigues. How-
ever, it had ihe :.:y admirable quality of
allowing +the conservation of momentum and
energy and 2o the physicists could start
breathing agein (obviously while the laws
of conservation of energy and momentum
woere suspended, the interregnum es you
might seay, life was impossibls and &c
breathing wes unnscessary). This rearmed,
quantum mechanics returned to the attack
and menaged to carry the citadel, althoug.
it did not wipe out all of the opposition

in the process. Although it accountsd
fairly well for the observed facte, the
theory s8till containe difficulties which

have yet to be overcoms. :

The +theory of gamma rediation might
appear fairly easy to develop. Like ordi-
nary light, gamma rays are electromagnetic
waves, though having a much shorter wave-
length. Thus, a gamma rey is emitted when
the atomic nucleus changes from a state of
"excitation" or high energy to a state of
lower energy, the gamma ray containing the
difference in energy. But as yet there is
no theory to predict the excited states
which any but the simplest nuclei can
PosecEs.

Now ws rpproach the heart of the prob-
lems In order to calculate what are the
excited stetes of = .icleus, one must know
something about t2e binding energies end
forces between the nsutrones and protons
(the "nucleons"), inside the nucleus.

Here the quantum theory becomes about
a8 accurate as the maps of the world which

were drawn by OColumbus. It serves as a
valuable guide, but the details are all
wrong. There is at leaset one major miase-

ing factor, the "Pacific Ocean" of nuclear
physics. The quantum theory treats of the
electromagnetic interaction between part-
iclee. Among other things, it predicte
that =all the particles in the nucleus
should interact with each other through
their electromagnetic fields. This means
that the interasction snergy of a nucleon
should be proportional +to the number of
nucleone in the nucleus. This is true for
those nuclei having one, two, thres and
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four nucleons (up to helium 4). It is
KCT true for those nuclei having between
5 end 242 (the highest so far known). When
there are more than four nucleons the
binding energy of eny one of them reachse
a scturation wvalue and stops increasing.
It is aleo difficult to account for the
fact that eoc meny poeitive charges (ths
‘protons) can exist in the nucleue without
that nucleus flying spart due to the mutu~-
al repuleion of the protons.

Thus, it appsars that in addition to
the electromagnetic field of the nuclear
rarticles it is necessary to postulate the
cxistence of senother type of nuclear
force field (Called +the "meson fisld")
whoss properties will be such that it will
set only over ehort renges, thus limiting
the number of particles with which it
effectively interscts to about three, and
which will explain the stability of the
large number of highly concentreted posi-
tive charges.

I ohall spare the readsr any of the
detailes of the vaerious +types of meson
fields which have been postulated. As yet
they have not produced predictions in very
good quantitetive egreement with experi-

mental results, although the predictions
have been very helpful in a qualitative
way. Therse have been two cseentiel cone

tributions to our ideas ambout nucleer
rhyeice: the exchenge forces and ths pro-
duction of mesons.

The exchenge forces in the nuclsus are
thoes forces which arise from the inter-
action of the msson fielde of the nucleons.
They couple together proton to proten,
nsutron to neutron, and in two ways neutron
tu proton, depending on the relaotive spin
orientation of the two particles in the
last case. The coupling forces betwsen
the protons are less than the repulsive
forces due to their charges. However, in
the case of the forces bestwesen neutrons &
protons a very strange result is produced.
The cherge ie exchenged betwssn the two
nucleone (hence the neme for the forces),
and thus the proton is turned into a neut-
ron and vice verea. In other words, the
positive charges jump back and forth and
around from nucleon to nucleen inside the
nucleus, so that ot various times & Elven
nucleon is a proton =and other timce it is
& neutron. Thie goes to show thet = nuc-
leon must be coneidered e fundamental par-
ticle. FProtons end neutrons are morsly

g
different states of this Ffundamental
nuc leon.

The result of =all these nuclear

ethletice is thet the combined attractive
forces between all the nucleons is greater
then +the repulsive forces of the protons,
end the nucleus ie stable. The neutrone
sct es & kind of "sdhesive" between the

poeitive charges, holding them all to-
gether. It is interesting to recall st
this point +that the excess of neutrons

over protons incremses for +the heavier
nuclei, thus showing that as the number of
poeitive charges incresses the smount of
"edhesive™ required to hold them together
increases even faster.

At this point, I should like to pick
a bone with some modern science-~fiction
writerse. Some of +their characters are

blendly pleying around with elements of
atomic number 150 or thereabouts. Now, =
very short extrapolation bamsed on excell-
ent theoretical and empirical data showse
that = nucleus containing more than sbout
250 nucleons ie impossible (the heeviest
nucleus produced artificially to date,
curium 242, hes only eight nucleons less
than this number ). This ie not a question
of having a highly uneteble nucleus: it
meens that +the repulsive forces bescome
greater than the exchange forces and so the
nucleus cannot be formed in the firet
place. This meane that elemente of atomic
number greater than about 100 are impos-
eible (curium 4is 95). Authore pleace
note.

The portion of the theory dealing with
the changing of protons into neutrons and
vice veree, has received experimental
verification lest year in the 184 inch
synchro-cyclotron at Berkeley, Californis.
In these experiments a beam of high energy
neutrons weaes passed through a block of
matter, and a good percentage of protons
were obeerved with the neutrons in the
emsrgent beam. This means that scme of the
neutrons passed closs enough to the atomic
nuclei in the material eo that the exchangs
forcee came into effect and poeitive
charges jumped to the neutrons. This re-
sult could not be accounted for by collis=-
ions with hydrogen nuclei, ss in this case
the protons would be scattered through
much larger anglee than was observed to be
the case.

((NEXT: The Creation of Mesons))
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THE MAELSTROM

{JOE KENNEDY
E Dover, N.J.

84 Baker A?anuﬂﬂ

wor e ST

Flipping open the crisp new copy of CANFAN
I discovered the query "Comments?" in-
scribed in purple ink on the firet page.
Remsmber, you asked for it.
Technically the issus 1is up to the
usual etandard of neatness. The
columne of varityping are pleasing

mag's
double

to " the eye, but, shucks, if the process
entaile as much toil ae your editorial
claims, & plein old-feshioned typewriter
is good enough for stencil cutting. Art-

work this trip wee very good, with apecial
posiss to Bill Grant and the chap who did
the cover.

The Torecon wae slightly on the hyper
gide. I'm definitely glad that I was
there, even though Christensen didn't get
eround to pushing that bathtub off a roof.

Your descieion +to publish a TORCON
REFORT wee, I think, a wise one. There
wes talk of +the NFFF publishing another
"Memory Book" to cover ths affair, but it
seems a8 ‘though such projects bog down.
Perhaps because the labour is distributed
emong fens wgo live in different climss —
as witness the fact that the Philcon Mem-
ory Boock will be out around Now Ysar's.
"Memory Book" seems an appropriate name
for it.

Cemeron's article on atomic warfare
survivel mekes some good points. cspecial-
ly his suggestions for e survey meter to
measure radiestion, and for carrying an ex-

tra supply of gasoline. About the lest
idea — it'e difficult to predict the ef-
fects of an atom bombing when the nature

of the attack is pure speculation. Chances
are the highweys would be blocked by fall-
én rubble and the bridges jarred loose by
the force of the blast — ae waes the cass
in Hiroshima. But the discussion of per-
sonal survivel mekee interesting discus-
sion-fodder.

The Meelstrom eeeme & lot more read-
able than most fanzine letter sections,
and the communique from Russ Wileey brought
back fond memories of the dear dead days

when Russ was & luminary of New York fan-
dom. After noting Wilsey's remark, "...no
matter what kind of lstter the US citiz:n
writes to his president, he will get some
kind of answer", I'm tempted to write a
letter to Mr. Truman just to see what sort
of reply comes beack.

"The Evolution

of the Mountein" I

think is the most rib-tickling stuff to
hit the fan press since Burbee's sclon-
tific sortiee. Quote: "To muke +things
more difficult, much of this mountain
erecting wae done during the Ice Ages
when everyone wee indoors and had no
chance to see the thing coming. Naturally

most of humenity wes rather irritated about
it 5.11! lll-r'II Hmdﬂrmll

"Wee Willie's Wanderings" does =
competent job of compressing the out-
standing features of the fantesy tomes in-
to a brief space. Hope this feature be-
comes a reguler.

"Solar Myths" conteins e lot of things
I wasn't familiear with before. Hurter's :
man who always seeme able to turn out an
abeorbing article. Beleted congrate to
his account of his trip to Europe.

Is James FHRuseell Gray still writing
verge for you, or are you iteking posms
like "Accursed" from the MNFFF menuscript
bureau? ((Neither, but we have a largs
enough file of original poetry by Gray to
last for quite some time.))

It'e too bad Moe Diner's column got
caught in the editorial equeeze; it mekee
good reading, anywaey, what there is of it.
The idea of publishing a zine composed of
Bress Tacke miseivee hae poeeibilitiee,
but the list of fan projecte in which Edi-
tor Campbell has "..just not been inter-
ested.." is mas long as e dero's chin-
whiskers. Somebody once had the brain-
storm of publishing a fanzine full of lest-
ters which didn't meke Planet Stories'
Vizigraph column, but while Fiction House
was willing, fan enthusiasm for the proj-
ect apparently fell through, for naught
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since hes been heard of it.

Summing up, CANFAN deserves kudos for
presenting a lot of serious, thought-pro-
voking stuff in a menner which never veers
toward +ths podantic. And, b'gorsh, pub-
lishing "heevy" materiel which is still-in
~all fun to read is no meen feat. Kesp
'em coming.

Thank
back, the
running =

Ghu for granting you & strong

better to bear the burdens of
convention. I didn't want to
diecourage you befors ths Con, but you'll
racall that in timee gone by, three con-
vention chairmen have collapsed on the
opening day of the Con...!

((Many thanks for the fine letter,
JoKe. We truct that there will not be =a
very long lapsc between this missive and
your nex*t letter to CANFAN.))

BEN INDT™ ki3 Jersey Avenus
Elizabeth, New Jersey
Extreme laziness hae kept me from com—

renting on the last few issues of CANFAN.
30 I apologize but will now talk =bout
them at some length.
#14: Doc Keller's
411 the good Doctor's stuff. I reeall
with plemsure his "Bridle" and "Goldsn
Bough", such lovely fantasies with real
povGr.

Uoncerning Babs Bovard, she ssems to
think “hat we can toes over all our shack-
les and stert life anew et once. Firet of
8ll, our culture, with the dependence of
the femily on a supporter makes it hard
for the latier to escape hie rut. Second-
lys becauss of th2 snvironment in which he
was reised, and the education he recsived,
he may not realizs the poseibility of any
other life. The opiate of esome after-life
zay seam guite eatisfactory to him, wheth-
er or not it exiets. Finally, I +teke
objection to her steting, "....science-
fiction end ite satellits, fantasy..." 1In
cees she is not aware of it, Stf ies merely
& branch of imaginative fiction, whersae
fantasy is imaginative fiction. Leave us
watch our subjects, Miaa.

Wee Willie speasks interestingly in
both 14 and 15. However, for my two bits,
he speake all too highly of Gus Derleth's
glorified fanzine and of "Zotz!", which
is shot full of inconsistencies, thue
ruining much of ite effect, and ite un-

piece wes good, ess is

The Maelstro:.

disputed humour content. It's a very poo:
man's Thorne Smith. Personally, I'd rec-
ommend the latter, and especially hias
marvellous top four: "Turnabout", "Rain In
the Docrway", "The Stray Lamb" and "Skin
and Bones". ((Personeally, I lsan towarde
hie great "Night Life of the Gode". If it
is poseible that the reader has not read
any of his books, don't hesitats. Almost
all of them are available in twenty-five
cent gize or in large three-in-ocne volumes
from Sun Dial Prese.)) Howsver, Grant
cannot praise E.M. Forster too highly, &=
far as I am concerned. His, "The Point of

It", is & real mesterpiece, besautifully
written eand thought-provoking. Equal t«
it eare the famed "Celestial Masterpisce’
and "The Machine Stops". Grant's Merrit

and HPL drawings indicate = sensitive mird
and are very nlce indeed. Hie discussic:
of Wells' "Country of the Blind" is com-
ment-proveking. I think some words should
be added, most important, that the story
is unqueetionably allegory, and very fine
allegory at that. The hero represente
men's intellectual and personal freedom,
a2 quality hard to maintain in e world that
holds ae its goml, conformity. He finds
the strange 1land of the blind poopls and
falls in love with a blind girl — just me
all of ue find thet we have desires which
the world about wus can supply. But, to
marry her, he must give up his syesight,
(becoms & conformist). The philosophical
question he must face is whether or not to
meintain his individuelity, knowing he
will lose ecmething loved and irresplace-
able. He chcoses to relinquish the world-
ly plemsure for the pleasure of being
free. Leaving, he sees the "subtle beauty’
of nature, the seky, the mountaine, the
luminous darkness. He knows he has chosen
wisely. I should eadd that I don't agree

with Grant that the hero dies. He lives,
tired, yes, bui contented. How can &e
die? He is the curious mind personified,

end must live. A truly brilliant tale,

for which Grant's illustration is nicse,
being intended as no more tham a tributec
to a great story. Another equally fine

story by +the ssme author, in the short
length, ias, "The Door In the Wall. How
about an illustration for Stephens' utter-
ly beautiful, "Crock of Gold", huh Bill?
Heaven's My Destination is maybe
worth a ho-hum, if that. This fellow
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Hurter hss an unquestionable sense of hu-
mor &end is interesting and cocky. But,
he's 1like all engineers, & conceited son-
of'nzun. Thise yarn ie =&slong well-worn
grcoves, the best in ite line being "Doc
Mellhorn end the Fearly Gates" by Benst.

The Evolution of the Mountain end The
Lever Principle are good for a number of
guffaws, with & style reminiscent of some

of the =zanior efforts of the masters,
Benchley and Leacock.
Heeps of congratulations on the ex-

tromely attractive cover on #15. Well-
drawn and well-lithographed.
and now I must dash down to the

local pub where the televieion is showing

Chapter Three of the fantastic serial
(circa 1%53&) "The Fhantom Empire". This
thing setars Gene Autry, end mixes comedy,

songs and the West with a real Amezing-
type undergrourd super-empire, with omni-
potent She-type queen, robots, BuUper -
weapons, guided serial torpedoes, elsctric
bolt chambers, etec. Corny but cute.

951 Harrison Avenus

i
'SAM McCOY
' London, Onterio

\_

CAllFall Ho. 15 reached my door safely, and
heving now psrused it from cover to cover,
set wyself the taek of commenting therson.

Cor! (Pardon the languege.) This
tims you have left the McCoy entirely sans
adjcctives — I used them ell up over Nos.

13 and 14 Ths cover is far far botter
then is often ssen on promegs. Clemp
Cliff MecFayden into irons and preserve

him in a space warp outa reach of compsti-

tors. & truly stupendoue cover. ((How do

you like the one for this iesue, Sem?))
Editorial We deserves an honorabla

mention es an eadequate coverage of re-
viewers' reactions to 8-F. Rather 2 review
of the reviewers. Hurter's tale wes &
humorous 1little gem =— I take it he him-

self is an engineer?

alastair Cameron's article on person-
al survival wes engrossing, and seemed to
cover most of the eventuamlities.  But,
how'rs you going to escape the fate out-
lined in "Thunder end Rosea" in a recent
aSF?

It'e a hopelees task to remark on The
Evolution of the Mountain = only don't
let Besek stop, old son. What have Tucker
end Kennedy got that Beak Teylor hasn't =

e
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intelligence, money, women, & car? The
"article" wae very amueing enyway.

Grant's doing well with his Classics
of Science-Fantasy Fiction. Keep on with
it. You intended +to anyway, but lock at
the encouragement you're getting.

Wee Willie's ‘enderings is ean in-
dispensable column in.CANFAN; he coversd a
lot of ground this time -— six boocks plus
the H.3. Wells story.

Solar Myths was muy interesante, e-
specially to a crusading atheist like my-
gelf — those similarities in the verious
pegen &nd the Chriestian religions make ¢
peachy argument with which to slap erdent
evangeliets in their religious snoots.

Mr. OCroutch, (Bless his fat hide)

“wrote with acumen, but got off baee badly

on his thought that men will never leave
earth. For, lo, one may regesrd the Rock-
ies, Old Faithful, or the Taj Mahel via
postcard, photograph end movie, but people
still want to see the real thing — hence
touriste. And if you think joes are gornnms
be happy just watching their spaceehip
lending on the moon or Mers wvia telsvision
screen, you, Mr. Croutch, ere even crazier
than is generally haliaved-

Mce left me cold, as did Barbara(har
column at lesst). The Censdian Fan Direc-
tory continues apace.

Adios until next time.

GﬁSEPH B. BAKER 1438 addison St.

Chicego 13, Ill.

L5
o

Have received my copizs of the TR and am
hastening +to remark ebout same. To wit:
There was certainly enough contents! The
coveragyu of' the Tucker Report a8 ex-
tremely interesting. Some day I may send
out & report poll of my own. If it's as
much fun as Tucker's seemes to have been
it would be well worth the effort expend-
ad.

The cover wes in exceptional good
teste. Coneidering some of the work that
hee appeared on various covers of various
publications, well, you know what I mean.

Frankly, judging from the lack of the
Fhileon Memory Book and attendant actiona
I wes prepared for the worst. What do I
see but an excellently done layout with
intelligent reporting (albeit with ap-
propriate humor!) end some well-written
ads. From my meager experience with

i
§
J
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mimeography I extend my thanke to you Ned,
and to all and sundry who sew fit to lend

a hand on & moet worthy project, The Tor-
con Report!

— "
{HGE DINER 4814 Wilson Avenue
Y Montresl 29, Quebsc

# 8 s yOUD OWD TORCON REFORT ie magnifi-
cent, super-coloseal, terrific, egregious.
In fact, it's pretty good. Nice mimso-
graphing end make-up (By the way, Hurter
wants to know if he can get extra copies
of the nude oppoeite page 267). The mate-
rial was excellent. I'm happy to ese the
spseches there intect — I believe that's
the first time this has been done properly
in a convention memorisl. The rest of the
meterial is of an even level of quality.
At thie distence in time, I cannot remem-
ber eany eingle 1item es etanding out too
clearly, but the overall tone was fine.
Bloch and Tucker, I remember, read as wall
es they sounded (I say I remember, because
it is something liks a month since I had a
chance to go through the thing thoroughly.
That wee during the Xmss helidaye. )
Anyway, Ned, one thing is certein:
you've done a job which will probably re-
main a goal for any future convention me-

morial job +to aim at equalling. I don't
think it will be equalled for many years
to conel
fLééLIE A. CROUTCH Box 121
L Parry Sound, Gntarigf

I really don't know
again, but I suppose it's because I like
to see my mneme in print, and bscauss I
write such en interesting letter, and may-
be becausse you were sucksr gnough to print
2ll of +the last one. Anyway, here's an-

why I'm doing this

other...
GOVER

Cen't esay I 1like thie one, Ned old
NWeanderthaler. The +treatment is alright,

technieally +there is little wenting. But
a. black stock doeen't add enything, in my
opinion, to the licht<hearted neture of
the contents.

TOC

Why mention +this? Neat as

Wote Diner's neme ie present again.
gidering the not +too
Diner, his neme sulits

usual.

Con=-
emell bulk of Mr.
him to a T...Moe
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Diner. But I'm by no means Lee Croutch

Hah, puns...
EDITORIAL WE

- Norm Stanley is off the beam — why
waste & perfectly good burly queen Ly
pushing her streetwerde in e bathtub? But
then meybe the kind of queen you'd have
wouldn't be good. Do I approve of sex?
Sheme on you defiling these pure pages
with such & naughty word. You know I
don'ti I had a chance oncet to purchees
a used Varityper in the Yewnuted Statecs
for something 1like thirty-five dollers,

but I didn't. The duty scared me to
death. Or at least the prospect of paying
it did. I didn't ask what the rate would

be but Jjudging by everything elee it wes
high. If it wes less then Abbot must heve
bsen maeleep when he wae thinking up ways
to milk us poor people of our hard-earned
cents. Regerding photographe of the Con-
vention. You'll have access to mine but
they'll have ¢to be enlarged from an Smm
frame as I don't think I'll lug the Kodek

along &8 well ae the Cine-Kodek. FPereson-
ally, I +think the extra labor involwved
with the Varityper wee worth it. This is

one of the beet iesues of any fanzine I
have ever seen. I only hope you can re-
peatl it. The chenges in type face, to ms
anyway, &add a csrtain air, I did notice
though, that the machins ssems to have =
habit of substituting "e¢" for "t". It
happened quite & lot. I think I'd buy one
if I could get a used one reasonably e-
nough. I'd like it for Light.
HEAVEN'S MY DESTINATION
It certainly is eamsy to see the author

is some sort of engineer. What a mass of
second cousin ego-boo. Maybe now I should
do something extolling the virtue of radio
service engineers, or radioc service tech-
niciens; as the Raediec Manufecturers As=-
sociation would have ue call ocurseslves.
PERSONAL SURVIVAL IN ATOMIC WARFARE

Personally I'm getting a little weary
of these atomic articles. If somesbody
would come up with sesomething new for =
change =~ but I +think most I read now ie
juet & rehesh of what I've elready seen.
Howaver, thise was well done and interest-
ing. That Verityper cuts a neat stencil I
g28a.
THE MAELSTPOM...with subdivieions

a) I ses Ruses Wilsey agrees with me
that Fandom's voice to an editor ien't
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worth much ss to quantity. Tell me, Euaa,
dv you also sedn encouraging notes back to

worons with their rejected mss? Or do
just ths embryo authors that you think
might oomedny do something buyable, get
thoes little chits? Fendom is far from
united. If it was, would there always be
thess essinine feuds? The only united
thing sabout fandom is the congregational

liking for the stuff it remds and the fect
that it is composed of poople who all
think they think differsntly from people
whe are not fans. You'd be emezed, or
would you, to know tho really far=-flung
ilszes men have who wouldn't read fantasy
‘n & bet. Some of these men have imagi-
uwotione that put some fen to shame. Like
thz bird who came into the shop one day
end raised cene with the menufacturers in
particular becruse the bird that nade hie
sat didn't complate it.

"Whet's wrong with it?" 1 asked. Not
that the roadic owner knows usually whet's
wrong but it puffe him up to think an ex-
pert thinks he knows.

"The shmoe that mede this set didn't
put any battery plugs on it. I'm going om
o riehing +trip thie Sunday and 1 want to

uss it."

How I admit this ien't his exact
languags but it conteine the essentinls.
I lockol at the set and what wes it but a

straizht midget, AC-0C radio.
to him

I expleined
that it wes for running off -elec-
tric wnrine, and would never work off bat-
terivs unless he hed & convertor to work
off = storage battery and so on.

"I was told that it would work off
alterneting current or direct current.
Aren't batteries direct current?"

How there, Rues, is a man with either
en ebysmal ignorance or else a terrific
imagination. Of course if he had 110
volts of battery that would gzive the DC at
the required current, it would work, but..
end there's a big BUT there.

b) Through pure modesty I shall re-
froin from  commenting upon the letter of
that illustrious gentlemen who wes given
80 much space in the lstter department.

¢) Comparison, Cox, isn't alweys to
the merit of the compared one. Lovecraft
is very good and always will be, in my o-
pinion, juet =as Shaver's work is very
poer. I used the comparison here because
of the extremist viewpoint offared.
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o) Poor Sam. Beak might know ecme
beautiful blonde bodies but he certainly
ien't one himself. In fact, Beek is the
mest uncouth locking charscter it has ever
been my misfortune to meet. One thing,
Sam, sc many people NOT in businege, eeen
te forget, and that is — you are in
busineses as a job — the better you do the
job the more you eat and the mors chance
you have of keeping your position. The
customer is always right — and in busi-
nees the majority of customere' opinione
dictate the policy of your business. In
my businese I have a hearty contempt for
the vast number of midget receiverse turned
out and celled radice. I wouldn't own one
ae a steady set for constant listening.
But I'd be a fool to let that feeling run
me end turn down and money to be made from
the handling or repairing of such sete.
The majority of redice in uee today are
priced below %100. I don't think a good
set can be made that cheaply. But if I
refused to touch anything below §100 list
e good 75% of my income would disappser.
Therefor the majority of customere dictate
my business policy — I'll work on any-
thing thet 4is electronice nc metter how
cheaply put up or how terrible technically
for that is bueineess. Business and ro-
mance do not mix — it might be romantical
to print e magazine aimed at the fans but
would it be financially sound? 4s =a
businees man I commend Palmer for his
Success. As & fan I don't. But you have
to know where to drew the line. Fandom is
nice == but you heve to live. If fendom
is going to run your working life and thus
meke you a failure then fandom has got to
go. It's nice to be hobby-minded, but
you also have to be practical. Fane, as a
whole, do not eppear to be very practicel.
THE EVOLUTION OF THE MOUNTAIN

Humorous as is most of Beak's stuff.
I seem to detect a groes error or two here
and there, but as they do not detract from
the overall enjoyment I got from the thing
I'11 not mention them hers.

WEE WILLIE'S WANDERINGS

As ususl, excellent, and & worthwhils

feature. ]
SOLAR MYTHS
It'e pretty well accepted, I think,

thet Creation wasn't the six-day bike race
the ecclesiastics would have us believe.

But I wonder how many of them really be-
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lieve it themselves, nowadays. Science
nas proven that Earth is sesveral thousands
of millions of years old from their study
of minerals end rocks, and the uranium
clock +times things pretty well. So many
pecple seem to think that we have to be-

lieve the Adem sand Eve yarn in order to
believe in the Bible. In my opinion I
think one of religion's pointe is to meks

ue think for ourselves. Nothing in the
paet wes meant to be hidden forever. Clucse
ware scattered smbout and as men progreeses
in intelligence and learning he can put
thie cosmic jig-saw puzzle together him-
g2li. 1 think man neocds some sort of be-
lief'y, but not what was the thing of the
day back in Nosh's time. What Noah and
Abrehem hed wrs fine for them, but reli-
gion hae to progrees with man. It has to
modernize. It hasa to keep up with scieucs
not so much as a follower but as a compan-
ion. For the mcre we learn and the more
wa understend ths trusr belief we develop,
until somedey we'll have the True Religion
and not the haphezard affair we had in the
past snd that we have, to a grest extent,
todny. The fact thet 8o wmeny rsligions
ppparantly have the same roote doss not
nacessarily mark any one of them as falsa.
They 2ll mey be mercly cluse to scmething
gronter which ac far we sren't smert e-
ncugh to figure out oureelves. It'e as
though o group of children are lat loose
in 7 large room in which they find camil-
lion jig-eaw pleces. Each child in time
managea +to put together a emall section
which conteinse a bit of recognizeble scens.
H: wonders of what it isa pert..Ho décen't
know and he finde an extra piece so rerely
tc add te his little portion of the entire
picture. So he trys to answer hie ques-

tions. Forhaps what he hes locks to him
like the stone foundation of a great wall
or piller. That is =all. It had tu be
built on somesthing. It had to be part of
scmething. But what? He develops re-
ligionietic theories that fit whet he has
gc far. As btime goes on and he finde ad-

ditional pieces he may find a little sec-
tion of the earth appearing and perhaps
where he thought it would be gressy right
up to the well he finde it is etony. This
chengee part of the picture. So he loocks
nbout at the other children and at their
little piscea of the overall ecene, end he
is sure to find some other children who

The Maslstrcm

alsc have developed porticne of the same
wall. Perhape there is also a bit of the
rocky ground eshowing. But that doeen't
meen it ie the same wall: It might be an-
other building. They may ell be working
on & puzzle that when completed may show a
whole country, or a whole ecity, or just
one mammoth building. Not until the last
portion ie pressed into place will we ever
kncw. For with even one plece missing wo
mey miss a tiny window, or a face, or =
word +that will change the whole outlook.
Thus it is with religion — we are etriving
te put together e mammcth jig-saw. 3o far
we mey be working on meny different re-
ligions or just small segmente of the esamec
cne. Maybe what we have isn't a religion.
Meybe it ie something far different for
which we haven't even developed a name —
end we call it religion for want of a
better term.
CANADIAN FAN DIRECTORY

Again I wonder — is Laurie Woodruff
male or femnle? ((Definitely male.)) With
thet name he shculd be of the gentler sox.
Gentler == that's a laugh = lock at the
little lassies taking up Judo and throwing
big bruisers twice their weight.
CONSENSUS OF OFINION

Thie issue of CANADIAN FANDOM showe &

nice format which I hope you will find
poeaible +to continue. The change in type
faces make for rellef in appearance. Ev-
erything olse remains at its usual high
level of quality!
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TrOU ART MY BROTFIER
tHIC DORN

Whitechapel was shrouded in a ghoetly
mantle of fog that evening in the Fall of
1888 when George Barrow decided to close
his butcher shops It wae impenstrablo as
cnly London pea-eouper can be and Barrow
g8awWw no reason to etay open any longer.
There wouldn't be any honsot folke nbroad
this night. He wae pulling down the blinde
when the doorbsll +tinklsd to ennounce a
customer.

"Good night ta yuh, Mr,.Barrow," caid

thz girl ae she entercd. "An' what 'avo
yuh got that's good for an 'ungry, 'erd
workin' girl?®

Barrow osnorted scornfully. "'ard

workin' girl, bo yuh? "ith all yeor goin's
oy, I'd 1like ta know whon yuh finds time
for 'onoet work, that I would."

High piteched, raucous laughter ieeuod

from hor. She eaid coyly: "Na-a-aw, Mn
Berrow, don't be

nactys.......lot's 'ave
som: of that lemb."

Barrow wrapped the meat, muttering:
"Thore's yer lamb. That'll be ono an'
tuppenco.....But if I worc yer father, 1'd
give yunh —." Ho was cut off by a dori-
sive peal of laughter and the tinkling of
tho doorboll.

But even an hour later whon he pro-
pared for bed, tho little minx'e leughter
8till haunted Barrow. Thz inecloncae cf
her, carrying on the wey she was!

Barrow sat on the edge of his bed,
rubbed his hend across his syes. If only
he wouldn't get another one of those night-
METrEE. Like that one 1last wesk. He
shivered et the very thought of it. The
nightmares wore gradually meking a nervous
wreck of him. For yeare he'd transacted
business with people like that hirl with-
out acting the way he had tonight. Under-
neath, the reeentment had always been
there, of course. But not until recently
= till the nightmarss began to get on
his nerves — had he said anything openly.

He must find a way out. If he went on
like thie, he'd ruin both his health and
his businese. As he blew out his night-

light, Barrow prayed for dreamless slumber.

But his wish wae not to be granted
that night. For he started dreaming al-
most aes soon as he fell aslesp. Again he
seemed to be out in the fog, wandering
aimlessly. And +then — the dark man! .
cloaked figure emerged from the mist justi
in front of Berrow. The same man, ths
seme method of mesting as in the other
dreams! Barrow experienced a foretaste of
the horror that was to coms.

The coiling wiseps of fog, the cccas-
ional vistas of darkened, poverty-stricken
streets, the weird moaning of the fog
horne from the harbor. Of all these
things wes the skein of nightmare.

Barrow wanted to shriek at ths top of
hie lungs: "'ere 's is! This ie the
beagt: In God's name — somebody — eny-
body, 'elp me. It's Jack the Ripper.
Stop 'im. Don't let me 'ave to watch 'im
cerve up another!" But he was held in the
hypnotic  thrill of the dream end he
couldn't so much as whisper.

Suddenly, shead of them appoared a

girl. A voice in Barrow's mind ~creamed:
"§O. NO." But he couldn't break eway,
etrive though he might. Hs had to dog the
steps of the cloeked figure. Closer.
Cleser to the unsuspecting girl till

Barrow recognized the face of the cr: who
had been 1in his store such a little whils
before. Merciful heavens! The RLipper
couldn't —,

But he did. Stealthily, the
figurs walked up behind her.

" Aw=w—wwwwn " It mede Barrow's
stomach curdle. It was the scream of a
mortally wounded animal.

Over the Ripper's shoulder, Barrcw
saw her turn in that last agonized moment
of 1life. And her pain-filled eyes went
wide with insane fear.

A emall broken voice was crying over
end over in Barrow's mind: "God in heaven,
he can't do it again —." But the Ripper
dide And though his mind gibbersd at the
brink of madness, Barrow wes compslled by
the hideous power of dream to watch ths
cloaked being's atrocities through =

blaegi
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seeming eternity.

Finally, it wes over, and the Ripper's
figure straightened. Barrow's figure wsnt
taut. This was his chance! If he could
only see the other's frce, he could dare to
tell the police of his dreems.

But as before the face of the Ripper
was curiously averted. 4nd, ee before, he
disappearsd into the fog like a wraith.

Barrow woke in a cold sweat. Dawn
was 8till far away but he couldn't sleep

eny more that night. He alternately
moaned eand shivered ae though with the
ague.

Next day the papers carried flam-
boysnt saccounts of +the murder. But the
facts were the came. A woman named Stevens
hed been found horribly mutileted in Ban-
bury Street, Spitalfielde, not half 2 mile
frem +the houes where the last victir had
been Lkilled. The heoadlines ecroemed:
RIFPER 'S FOURTH VICTIM DISCOVERED and JaCK
THE RIPPER STRIKES AGAIN.

Barrow shivered once more. The news-
papar sasccounte tallied in every respect
with what he'd witnessed in hie dream. But
try end +tell the police that: It was
hopcloss unless he could describe the
fiendish killer. His only chance was to
ses the man's face if it heppensd sgain.
And he felt the Ripper's murders were to
continue.

In the next three monthe there wers
thres more Ripper murdsrs and EBarrow,
loath though he wasto do so, attended each
of them in hie dreame. At the end of Sep-
tember, ‘he Ripper ataged a double murder
on the same night, one within an hour of
the other, but strain though he did to see
the Ripper's face after each killing, Bar-
TOW wWaes 0ncs mors unsuccessful.

However, when the cloaked figure
slaughtersed a sceventh unfortunate woman
early in November not a hundred yerde from
the place of = previous crime, Barrow

Thou irt My Brother

almost saw his face. The man turned to-
wards Berrow as he mede hies excape, but so
derk was the night that he couldn't dis-
tingulsh the features.

4 month and a half pessed and Barrow
began to wonder if  perhaps the Ripper
would be esatiefied with seven victims.
Anybody found cut after dark in Limehouss
was suspsct now and the pelice were going
in peirs.

Then, a few days
Barrow dreamed again.
dering through dark, unpeopled streste.
Once more — Jack the Ripper! As the moon
peeped through the banked clouds he espot-

before Chrisimas,
Once more the wan—

ted the cloaked figure shead. Feeling a
strange flush of exultation, Barrow
followed close behind. He was nearer to
the Ripper than he had ever been before,

almost treeding on the man's heels.

They were in FPopular now. Just a-
head, a slim figure was momentarily limmed
egainst the wall. A girl's figure. Ths
Ripper tensed, advanced 1like a panther
stalking his prey. Barrow tried to scream,
to warn the gzirl, but in vain.

She didn't seem to be aware of the
other's presence till the cloaked figure
slipped the cord around her neck. Then
she utterasd a little cry and her oouy jer-
ked convuleively as the cord tightened.

Her etill form slipped to the ground
and the black-garbed figure bent forward
to his gruesoms work. But even as he did
80, Barrow felta heightensd senses of frea-
dom. Before, he'd never been able to
approach closer thon a dozen feet. Now,
the bonds of drewam no longer shackled him,
he approachsd te stand over the Ripper.

The men's head reised as though he
sensud enother's preesnce, and in the rays
of the moon'e sudden light, Barrow saw the
Ripper's face. He screamed.

For +the face that George Barrow saw
was — his ownl

l.'ﬁ:‘ﬁ" T DELAY!

Donald E.
129 Maple Avenus,
Sharonville, Ohio.
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MONTREAL
MUT TERINGS

Noe

It had a lot of inertie, but the Moe-
tive forece wae great. Slowly the great
ghip began to get under woy cgamin. And
the Montreal Science-Fiction Society began

to get going on ite summsr progrem, after
s two months' nap.
CENSORED wes poetponed ngain. Thie

time howsver, the dnte cppoarsd to be def-
inita: July, immediately after the TCROON.
({Incidentally,thic wes written some eight
monthe agoe)) The first issuc of tho ro-
vived magazine will contain e Torcon rc-
port, which will be our own inimiteblo
work, and not a cerbon copy of eny .other
gffert so entitled.
) o o e e

Alestair Cemeron's fine erticle in
CANFLY #15, on "Personnl Survival In A-
tomic Warfere", brings to mind a symposium
hcld soveral monthe ego at an MSFS mooting
on "The Noxt War".

"o mado sevoral assumptions on which
this discussion wae based. Our initial
premiscs werao: 1) Thero will be a next

war; 2) It will be betwoun twe stotos (viz

USi and eatollitee ve Ruesis end stooges)
whoeo technologicel receources end research
cchicvemonts will be extensive cnough to
meke the conflict as intoresting es we
deseribe; 3) It will occur after a lapse
of a sufficient number of yeare for toch-
nolegiecnl development in these lines to
heve eatteined o high meoasure of progress
(we therofore ruled out such alermist sar-
ly dates as 1952 or '53 for the beginning
ani ond of the struggle); 4) Technological
progress will follow substantislly the
lines et present indicated; 5) No factors
(eegge fear of reteliation, humans senti-
mente) such as in this war (Wi II, the
medium one) provented the wuse of poieon
ges or bacterioclogical weepons, will keep
either side from slemming the other with
everything it hes.

S8ince any end all of the essumptions
— oven the first ons — is open to a high
degree of doubt, thie is not neceesarily

InNes

o helf-sccurate forecest of what is to
come., But it is indicitave of whet you
can drosm up if you try.

Obvicuely, the prime weepon of tho
next war will be the atomie bomb. Thiv
will undoubtodly be improved. The tests
so secretly conducted recently at Eniwetck
¢laimed wuse of bombe of & radically im-
proved type (Mark III = the first test
bomb ond the Hiroshime numbor wers Mark I;
the Nageenki end Bikini ones Mark II). It
mey be that they inveolve, not an improvo-
mont in the fission procese, but the first
attompt to use lithium  hydride 'rsel
charga", with the Pu or U-235 bomb acting
ag o fuse. Lithium hydride is _he most
promieing of the developments to date in
the bomb line: it can be purchased in car-
load lots, does not require so involved =
procese of mining end purifying se U=235
or Pu, end can be stepped up in emount to
s very high dsgree with little expense or
trouble, comperatively, and requiring only
the initial amount of U-235 or Pu to ect
it off. It should be possible, ueing iu,
to construct a bomb right now that could
wipa out New York and wvicinity siugzle-
hended.

It seems likely that the meds of do-
livery will be wvie guided missile. Tho
work in thie line is too well known to nesc
going into. Will F. Jenkins did s beauti-
ful job of describing, in "Murder ofthe
USA", juet what an atomic war might be
likey ueing properly guided missiles. But
there's the hitch: proper guiding. Rockets
tend to be ineccurate, end it is poseible
that they will be useful only in terror
reidss It may be that, to gst the bomb
whers you want it, it will be meccasary to
bring it there yourself, by plane or esub-
marinc.

But, trying to gst it there bringe to
hand the problems of defense. And the
trouble is, from the attacker's viewpoint,
the defonee is likely to be too dorr good.
Jenkine, egain, did an excellent job of
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forocasting this. But he made some note-
ble blundere. For oxemplo, ho has his hec-
ro atanding tenssly by s  push-button,
woiting to eco the indiestor flash the ap-
procch of the bomb intonded for his beese,
in oider to sot up tho counter=rockets.
Hoe dosorved to meot tho fate he certainly
would have received in roel lifo. -Tho
next war camnot be such a push-button war:
it muet be more of e robet wer. Humen ro-
actions are fer too slow and improcise to
truet with the delicate and urgent job of
coping with such 4 rockot attock; tho job
must be dono by olectronic releoys.

One defonse meene which Jonkins ovor-
lockoed is » globo=girdling radar network -
rnd wo mean girdling. Ewery inch of eir
nnd nocarby spaco will bz covered, and ne
craf't, from n kid'e eirplane of peper, up,
will bz permitted to pmss without irndivid-
ual euthorization from an international
contrel beoard. The appearance of an un-
authorized craft on the scrcemns would be
a signel for mn amnihiletive attack upon
it. Such & measure would be an intolora-
ole straightjacket for acrial transport
and travel in normel +timos, but it might
coms ebout as a crisis mcesure (e.g. in an
etmosphere similar to that of Europe in
1938-39). %hile it would not provent a
sneak atteck on & minor seale, it would
give notice of any mejor effort. Miner
attacke (comparatively) coculd come about
by use of camoufleged warcraft procooding
on froudulent euthorization as pencoful
transp rts, by going under reder "flocre”,
by meequsreding aes innccent eppaaring
cergo-ships, or by long-rengs submarinos.
But such attacka could not be largo-scala:
viz., 2 blanket offensivc, designed +to
wipe out the onemy in e mettoer of minutes.

There is no 100% dofonsc ngeinst
bombe. Campbell asserted, in aSF, that
such a defense could be developed for two
billion dollars, the coet of the bomb, but

there is 1little justificetion for such a
etatement. If he was thinking of force-
gcreens, there 1ie no justification what-

soaver = they are strictly in the realm
of stf. GScience proper dces not have evon,
a thesoretical 1loed toward such — and re-

member, the two billion dollaras spent on
the development of +the atomic bomb in
World Wer II were spent in following up

theoreticel knowledge
(it wee

elreedy confirme
1 d fi d
just e question of developing

Montreal liutterings

techniques):. But dofenses against the
bomb cen (and elmoet corteinly will) be
brought against the bomb for that rrice —
which won't be 100%. They would be in the
nature of those indicated above ==redar.
counter-rockete ( which, equipped wit]
proximity fusee ond sent in berreges,
aimed by ocometning like the M-9 Fire Di-
rector would be rather effective), end 8o
feorth.

But bombs aren't +the only weapons.
Radicective poisons offer an effesctivenese
in s drown-ocut war, which modern chemicel
warfere doess not. Poison gns wae not used
in the past war because of feer of retali-
ation partly, but moetly because they wero
toe ineffective to be sufficiently deci-
give. Such is not ths cass with radic-
active poisons. However, they wlill proba-
bly be despatched via the bomb, because
ress~-trensport of eany rediocactive sub-
stances is difficult and dengerous. It's
einplar to send a bomb, specially designed
to give maximum after-effects and by-
producte.

In eddition to radicactive poisons,
there is biological warfere. Thie, again,

is a weapon for a slow war. It ie not e
very strong weapon independently =—— what
with the advance of inedicine, the preva-

lence of effective senitation, etc., mod-
ern a@ociety is not wvery vulnerable to,
gay, o cholera epidemic, except in tho
mors backwerd regions of the world — but
if used in conjunction with radicactive
poisona, it could be pretty nesty. It
would have to L used in many ways at
once, attacking on a dozen fronts. Botu-
lism, anthrex, cholera, etec., for thc
humane directly — up to 25% casualticc
might be sco achieved = but also spraad
discasse of plante and domestic animals:
hoof-and-mouth disease for livestock, fun-
gue disepsoc for crops, etc. This could do
a great deal of demage, but probably far
lees then rediosctive weapons, and offers
too low a degree of efficiency for use ae
other than as en euxiliery and terror
WEEpOIl.

One side-light on radioactive warfare
which hae not been widely-mooted previcus-
ly is murder by genetics. Of course, theo
standerd stf story visualizes multiple
mutatione as & conssquonce of radicsctive
wer. But what ie not realized is that the
overWwhelming majority of such mutations
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(probably better than 99%) will be lethal,
killing the infant before it 1s born. E=-
ven if it is born there will be an over-
whelming chance +that it will die young,
and if it survives, then it will be erip-
pled; and ultimately, even if it ien't
eterile in +the medical sonse, it will be
genatically because of too great a varia-
tion in the genee between individuals for
fertile mating. With any widespread dis-
ecminaetion of redicmctive radiation, the
incidenes of mutetions will begin to ap-
proach 100%. However, the humen race will
not have +to worry too much about genetic
suicide: domestic enimsls and crops have
much shorter generstions than we have and
they will becomes extinet first,eso starving
ue to death.

Incidentally, the widespread exist-
ence of radiations would probably be as=
sured in the next war, if it followe the
couree assumed above, not only from radio-
active poisons, but from beems of lethal
rodiation (alright, ealright, death reys
then) — the two "atomic" scientiste who
wero killed a couple of years ago seem to
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have been working on this = and possibly
from other sources =aes well (it has been
suggested that Russien work on ccemic rayc
etc., will lead to, a) their hernessing;
and, b) meens of bresking down the Hsavi-
side Layer, etc., to admit them in gresater

guantities over a given bit of country.
Where the bear walks, the esgle will notl
be fer behind, if at -all; and probably

vice versa).

Don't let this bundle of cheer depress
you, though. First of all, it is an at-
tempt eat visualizing +the woret that can
happen, in eccordance with certain as-
sunptions. At leset one of the amseumption:
is =almost certein to be false, and it i.
doubtful that more than a frection of thi.
would come to pass even if they weren't.
forgover, if worset comes to woret, therc
is on excellent chance that we will de-
etroy ourselves quickly, so cutting the
misery short (we may not even kmow it wher
it comee. Merde alore! (French expression
which, when politely +translated, means:
"So nuts to it.")

finis
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BY JC

sssdid you think that Flanet never
used reprints? Well, you're wrong: In
the Spring 1949 issue of Planet there ap-
pesred a story entitled "Dwellers In Si-
lence". This also appeared in the Sept-
tember 15th issue of Macleans Magazine,a
Canadian slick eimilar to Colliers. The
Canedian appearence wes called "The Long
Yeara" and featured a very nice two page
illustration by a staff artist. Enguiries
addreesed to the editorial offices of both
Flanet and Mecleans have produced the in-
formation that both firme hold a North
Americen copyright on said story. Hummm.
Incidentally, the slick vereion is pres-
ented in a much more mature mammer with
what we feel ie e far more appropriete
titlﬁ--.-!’lﬂtﬁl thﬂ.tr H.G. YWells ie now out
in standard pocket bock form — #269 from
Dell is entitled "The Invisible Man"....
sez by Fenews of October 10th 1945 that
FFM is to go monthly. Since Walt esys he
was guoting Mary Gnesdinger we wonder what
happened?....efter glancing through the

great fanmegs of the past and checking
costs locally we feel +that no good mag
handled properly should lose money. ail-

though we've never pubbed our own mag we
know for a faet that many Toronto meags
have mede and are continuing to make money
.s.sunder e dateline of October 1, 1948,
Fantesy Times says, "..3uper Science Stor-
ies...will contain new stories only.", and
then goes on to lista grost wad of stories
thet have appoared in several other pulpe.
Wornder what +the scors is? Just to cover
the firet iseus: "The Black Sun Rises" ap-
peared in the June 1944 Canadian Super
Science BStories along with "4 Handfull of
Sters" end "The Other". Do those titles
sound femilier to you? All the otherator-
ies except one, "The Moonworm's Dance"
have seen print in 858. That exception is
such & etinker that we hope this is its
firast end lest printing. Scmeday we are
going to get down to doing & complete re-
search into the printing history of the
stories thet appeared in the Canadien edi-

tionse of Super Science Stories. It ren
for 21 issues and featured stories fromw
all of Popular's American pubs and a cer-
tain amount of original stuff. The covers
were mostly redrawn Finlays and, belisvs
it or not, in the majority of cases both
the covers and ths interiors were superior
to the original Finleys. Ws have not bee:

able to contact the staff artiast respon-
gible for these drawings but they were
generally terrific. The one we think o:

right away is the Canadien art job for the
Kuttner story, "The Black Sun Rises". It

is an entirely original creation and it
catehes the spirit of the story so much
better +than the new Finlay that it makes

our mouth water for more work by this fa-
mous urnkrown....do you think that Edger
Rice Burroughs originated the idea that
the Eo: h was hollow? Well, you's-. wrong.
John C. Syme expounded that idea in 1818.
He meaintained +that the interior of the
Earth could be reacihed through a hole at
the North Pole....hear tell that Ted
Sturgeon is now in the Merchant Marine....
there's a possibility that W.T. Hamlin,ihe
creator of Alley Cop, will be at the Cin-
vention....nsw novel coming wup in Star-
tling this summer "rom the pen of George
0. Smith. Originally entitled "The Fatal
Fraction", the plot is based on the sun
becoming & rova because of the internal
stresses caused by a small fraction of
error in the Law of Conservation of Energy
ewssdohn W. Campbell Jre. sat on one of
George O. Smith'e atories for three years
before he ucsd it. "Catepaw" in the Sept-
ember 1948 aSF wes of such an umusuel
length that he could not find a plecs for
jt. Had it been five thousend words long-
er wc might have seen it as a two parti
seriale..«"No Place To Hide" by Dr. Brad-
ley, & log of the men engeged in the ex-
periments at Bikini, is now out in pocket
book form...if' aSF ie etill using the Nove
degignation, the two stories by Wilmer H.
Shirss, "In Hiding" and "Cloeing Doors"
certainly deserve this awardesssses....5HM




NO.9 JOrIN MILLARD

Nov. 1917 brought with it an advance
Christmas present for the Millaerds of Tor-

ontoe in the form of onse John L. Mil-
lard, now a 8ix foot, blue-syed "old
time" fan. The family moved to Michigan

in 1919 so that when young John turned to
science-fictior in the late thirtys he
naturally gravitated to the cirele of
acolytes about Doc Smith. Becoming active

at the Chiecon in 1940, he helped organize
the Galactic Roamers ' in January of the

following year. The GR's. later became
famous as the group that helped Doc Smith
with hie famous "Lensmen" series. After

cttending the Denvention in '42 John join--

ad the RCAF serving with distinction in
both OCanada and England. While on the
other side John - had many meetinge with
Angloiuns and attended a fullescale Con
in London in +the Spring of 1945. He re=-
turned to eivilian 1life in '46 end ie now

mere or less permanently located in Toron-

toc. He attendel the Phileon in '47 anc
helped bring the Con back to Toronto in
'48. He was a major factor in the succes.
of the Torcon and eny of you who did not
heve the pleasure of meeting him there
will have the opportunity to do so at the
Cinvention this fall. Leans toward aSF as
the "most intereeting" meg although the
sight of a copy of Unknown stirs nostalgic
memories. A eteady and hard working mem-
ber of The Derelicts, his presence ot Tho
Wreck on Sunday afterncons has been mainly
responeible for much of the work dons
there. :
- Although philstely is his firsi
love, he has more than a passing acquaint-
snce with radio and electronics, polar
(particuldrly antarctic) research, photc-
graphy and related subjects.
John s experiences of the past ten
years have proved of great help in yours
truly's ventures into the fen field. ENM
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