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The newsletter of the British Columbia Science Fiction Association
which can be reached at P.0O. Box 35577, Vancouver B.C., V6M 4G9. Mem-
berships for next year now being accepted: Active $4, family $6;
Associate (following rates not yet official but you can still send in
your payment and we'll make adjustments later if necessary) $3, family
$5. Up to three years' membership, i.e. to May 1979, may be obtained
for a multiple of the above rates. David George and Ed Beauregard
helped to get out the last issue and Susan Wood helped with advice.

All unsigned material is by the editor. Art by Winifred (cover),

Taral MacDonald, Dale Hammell. . : A Diatryma Publication.

Edited by Fran Skene, Information Officer.
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The April meeting will happen at the home of Fran Skene, 207 W..
2lst: Ave., Vancouver on Saturday, April 17 at 8:00 or so.

A recording of Orson Wells' radio broadcast of The war of

the worlds will be heard. BYOBooze, mixer, and munchies.
OUT-OF-TOWNERS: Welcome all. Since this is a long weekend

you might want to come into town. For starters, there is

bed space for three at my place, also elsewhere.
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MAY MEETING (THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING): at the home of Chuck and Edna
Davis, 1704 East 1l4th Ave., Vancouver at 8:00 or so on Saturday, May 15.
At this meeting the votes, for any contested office and for the extra-
ordinary resolution announced last month, will be counted. Also, in the
case of any office for which no nominations reached the secretary before
or at the April meeting, such office will be filled from the floor and
voted on by A.G.M. attendees (Article 6, Section E) (Active Members,
that is). Note: it was almost decided to have the A.G.M. at the con-
vention a week later but was felt to be too much of a grind (Al Betz

. joked that someone could be assigned to go around and raise the hands

of sleeping members when it came- time for a vote).

APRIL EXECUTIVE MEETING: Tuesday, April 20 at 7:30 pm, at Fran Skene's

CONVENTION COMMITTEE MEETINGS (members of same please note):

V-CON 5 (May 21-23)  Wednesday, April 14 at 7:30 pm at the home of
Pat Burrows, 6693 Wiltshire, Vancouvér. For information including date
and place of following meeting phone Ed or Norma Beauregard at 732-8202.

VAN-CON (July 1+k4, 1977) Thursday, April 29 at Pat Burrows', at 7:30.
Further info.from Fran Skene at 879-7009; work 682-5911 Local 37.
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At the last meeting I was asked about the word that precedes Uonn:
Publication™ and has been different every month, e.g. last month this
zine was described as a Phororhacos Publication; this month it is a
Diatryma Publicatiop. For the benefit of those who have a burning
desire to know all about this and weren't at the meeting here it is:

A year or so ago there was an article in Scientific American about
flying reptiles or some such. At the subsequent executive meeting much
Jollity resulted from a discussion of the uses of flying dinosaurs,
‘e.g. military. dJust have them fly over (splat) the enemy. So I decided
to use the names of Pterosaurs and prehistoric birds in the zine (quiz:
which was which? also, which was the name of an order of birds of which
one genus--loons--survives today?). I still find the juxtaposition of
prehistory and future history interesting and in fact approached Tim
Hammell about a picture of a pterosaur for use as a club or newsletter
logo, if possible.

A complaint was voiced at the same meeting about my use, Oor more accurately
my minimal use, of capitals in book titles. As it happens (and this may
be hard to accept for those who had their knuckles rapped by teachers

for not putting in enough capitals) there are two correct ways to capi-
talize titles. One is the older way, in which the first word and all
subsequent words except "a'", '"the", "of", etc. are capitalized. The
other is the newer way, in which the first word and proper nouns only

are capitalized, e.g. The heritage of Hastur. What's important (just

as it is in deciding between American and British spelling) is to be
consistent within the article, booklist, or whatever. But speaking of
rapping knuckles I wouldn't be surprised to learn that there are teachers
out there who haven't learned the above in view of the fact that the
wheels of education are none too swift.

Ignore the following if your boredom threshold is low. Yes, Daniel Say
is still at it with his non-stop paranoia in regard to Vancouver fanac,
expressed in the new issue of his peérsonalzine, SFJ Newsletter. This
time Daniel talks about how the V-Con 5 committee is really raking in the
money at the expense of all those little people whose cause he is cham-
pioning. As it happens there's going to be a real scramble to even

break even because, for the first time, we will be bringing in two guests
plus at .least one snouse. Moreover, unlike smaltcxr cond, we. will, be-
paying for room, board, and transportation for the Nivens and Terry Carr
(and room and board for Carol Carr if -@he comes). Far from being the
cheapskates you have us tagged as I think a case could be made for
describing us as extravegant. As foglggghégégbtioniof site; the room,
rates are much more reasonable than You, Daniel, will be able

to rent an entire suite for $21 as opposed to the $26 you paid for a ;
single room last year. In actual numbers: V-Con 5 will need 500 member-
ships to break even as opposed to the 4OO required last year even though
this year's at-the-door price is §§2 more. And since U.B.C., Langara, etc.
‘will not be in session we'll need to reach a much wider variety of people
in order to approach the attendance figures of the last two V-Cons. Sigh.
At meetings Daniel is entertaining and helpful which makes me feel so
amazed when I see this kind of shit in his zine.

At Leprecon I talked to Jeff May about how my wrldcon registration, sent
last August, had vanished into limbo. The check was cashed (maturally!)
but I have had no indication that they even know I'm alive. Jeff explained
how losing two parents, suddenly, caused the secretary to leave and the
mail to pile up; then he wrote down my name, address, etc. and promised

to look into it. Still nothing. And now the Hugo nominations have to be
returned’ and naturally I don't have the ballot. Help!!!!ilil! ;
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Fran,

Excuse my indulging an unbreakable habit by loccing you again. It must
seem like I'm a columnist to isolated BCSFA (not that Bisfah?) members.
But I made a few margin notes while reading the last ish, and it seems
such a waste to not use them in a loc. And what sense would it be to
use them in a loc to another fanzine? So you are stuck with me unless
you stop making interesting newsletters.

It struck me that the sort of comments you make about Coney's prose
((222222 I was quoting from and discussing the works of Bradley!!!l))

is the sort of criticism I expect from an English teacher. Strictly
speaking you are right all the way down the line. Objects are confused,
word forms incorrectly used, and modifiers detached. And yet.., English
grammar is not Latin grammar, as we have been secretly taught it is in
school. Creative use of language allows an echo to be foolish, if that
is what the author means. While the girl herself does not fade, she

can fade metaphorically, or as perceived by the narrator. If Coney
meant that Kerwin wiped his forehead dizzily, Kerwin could have indeed
wiped his forehead dizzily. Chances are that this sort of wiping is

not efficient at removing perspiration from foreheads, and would perhaps
even put an eye out, but it's not impossible. But like you, I fear that
Coney really doesn't mean what he says. I doubt.your criticisms are
unfounded, and the accidental missuse of the English language is a lot
easier than the purposeful missuse of language. But I thought I would
add my inflated 20¢ worth for the benefit of. impressionable would-be
authors who might have been listening.

The qualifications for being a fan of a genre may be even stricter than
you think. I've read the three books you've mentioned, and about 30
others besides. Offhand I remember Fritz Leiber's Fahrd and the Gray
Mouser books, Conan, THE HOUSE OF
THE BORDERLAND, THE WOOD BEYOND
THE WORLD, A VOYAGE TO ARCTURUS,
THE ED'mR a bit of Lovecraft, a lot of
.Lewis, some George MacDonald,
Moorcock, McCaffrey, Norton,
Anderson, and Niven's tongue-
in-cheek "Not Long Before the
End" and "What Good is a Glass
Dagger®. I have in my library
ten or so more fantasy books I
will read sometime in the next
year (along with the 150 or so
other books; 2/3% sf). But does
that make me a fantasy fan? Maybe.
But certainly not a fantasy faan.
I have very little interest in fan-
tasy's fandom. I dropped out of the
Mythopoeic Society (officially) because membership was costing $8 a year,
and its only real benefit, MYTHPRINT, didn't interest me. So although I
may in time become able to discuss fantasy with the same authority I can
discuss sf, I can't say if I will ever become a fantasy fan.

Ah, yes. Marion Zimmer Bradley. You read books that "are easy to put
down™? I never do, at least not intentionally. That's why I don't read
Bradley. ((I noticed.)) When I find an author whose books don't massage
my sensawonda or reach me on some other level with equal fascination I
quit reading that author after a very short trial period. Bradley flunked
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