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      Distribution of this PDF club zine is free, either by E -mail or via download.  

 

      Copyright belongs to the contributors byline d, and n o portion of this magazine 

may be reproduced without consent from the individual Author, Poet, or Artist.  

 

      To submit articles, art work, or  letters of comment, contact God-Editor R. Graeme 

Cameron at:                   < the.graeme.bcsfazine@gmail.com  > 
 

      Anyone interested in  tons of back issues, please go to:  

 

< https://efanzines.com/BCSFA/  > 

 

 

CURRENT BCSFA EXECUTIVE  

 

Chair: Position open  

Vice Chair: Position open.  

Treasurer: Kathleen Moore . 

Secretary: Barb Dryer.  

BCSFAzine  Editor: R. Graeme Cameron.  

Keeper of the FRED Book: Ryan Hawe.  

FRED Organizer: Michael Bertrand.  

VCON Ambassador for Life: Steve Forty.  

 

 

FRED D INNER  ð (FRED = òForget Reality! Everybody Drink!ó) A local Vancouver area 

meet -up founded circa 1986. Usually held every second Sunday, but currently on 

hold due to the Coronavirus Pandemic.  

 

FRED ZOOM MEETINGS  ð (The Graemeõs SF Fen Confab Meetings)  

ñ Every Monday 3:00 PM (PST)  to 9:00 PM (PST). All SF Fen welcome.  

Contact me at < the.graeme.bcsfazine@gmail.com   > and Iõll send you the link. 

 

SUBMISSION DEADLINE  

 

      Midnight, August  31st. My simple layout design ensures it  will get into  the 

following monthõs issue to be published no later than  September  2nd . Guaranteed.  
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EDITORIAL: THE GOD -EDITOR SPEAKS! 

THE PUBLISHING MESS  
 

      At least five Canadian independent publishers have gone  out of business this 

year for a variety of reasons, namely ChiZine Publications, Double Dragon 

Publishing, Coteau Books, Five Rivers Publishing, and Bundoran Press. The first 

dissolved in scandal, the  second was purchased by a UK company, and the last thr ee 

quietly shut down with all rights reverting to the authors. (It should be noted that 

Bundoran Press books will continue to be for sale till October 30 th .) 

      This is a worrying trend. It may well continue. Iõve seen it claimed that book sales 

general ly are down 27%. Independent publishers, especially magazine publishers, 

often operate on relatively thin profit margins. If there is no guarantee of at least  

break -even status, publishers collapse. Fewer people reading is a bad omen.  

      Some publishin g outfits depend on a tiny staff.  The workload stress is often 

horrific and not exactly something any sane person would normally do. A labour of 

love, in othe r words. But even if sufficient income trickles in to cover costs, added 

difficulties brought abou t by self -isolation problems and the need to look after loved 

ones can translate into too much for individuals to cope with. There are more than 

mundane marke t conditions at work. Times are hard. Very hard.  

     I know someone seeking to sell an anthology to publishers. Trouble is even 

currently scheduled books are being delayed because of problems afflicting the 

printing industry. I have the impression at leas t some publishers literally canõt afford 

to slot in new books because they have no idea when they can bring them to market 

and start to regain costs. There is no firm foundation for planning anymore. It is as if 

the entire industry is sitting on quicksand running through an hour glass held by the 

grim reaper. (Stupid analogy, I know, but Iõm fond of such.) In other words, there is 

every prospect that things may get worse.  

      Yet, although  market conditions are poor , there is a t  least one  path to continued 

survival. Un fortunately, it depends on publishers devoting most of their time to 

promoting themselves rather t han the books they publish. Seeking Government 

grants at Federal, Provincial, and city levels, for one thing. Approaching academic 

institutions, arts councils , cultural groups and even corporations for support is also 

potentially worthwhile. Not to mention  grabbing wealthy individuals with even a 

smattering of cultural òbreedingó to beg them to become patrons. To be truly 

comprehensive when casting the net over  potential donors and sponsors, a PR savvy 

full -timer position is required. Such a person will fin d their job  be difficult to 

accomplish  but, in theory, it can be done. Itõs not absolutely impossible.  

      Let us not forget the small -fry, the readers, wh o lack the means to fork over big 

bucks but who might be willing to help out a little bit and, col lectively, provide 

enough funding to keep individual projects, or even the publisher, afloat and ongoing.  

Patreon, kickstarter funds, and ilk. Definitely wor th pursuing.  

      In general, publishers need to avoid the traditional òmistakeó common to fan-ru n 
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SF&F conventions, namely òIf we plan big and commit to big spending, the fans will 

come in large numbers and weõll make a profit!ó That doesnõt work anymore. Best to 

determine the precise budget required and have sufficient funds to cover all costs 

beforehand. That way, if book sales are flat, at least you donõt lose money. And if the 

book sells at all, icing on the cake, i.e. pure profit. To put it another w ay, bean 

counting first, then literary art as a bonus.  

      There may come a day when readers exp ect to pay nothing for books. Publishers 

will, of necessity, pay all costs and earn all profits before  they make the books 

available to the general public. Bo th authors and publishers will depend on fixed 

income with royalties non -existent. Or, to put it a nother way, only publishers and 

authors operating on this basis will survive. How to make this work? No idea. But 

human ingenuity and improving technology wil l find a way. Probably.  

      My business model for my Polar Borealis Magazine is ahead of the cu rve. I pay 

my contributors and charge nothing for the magazine. I rely on my meagre pensions 

and occasional gift contributions to keep going. So far it is wor king. Fifteen issues 

published to date, and three more in the pipeline. Unless an unexpected finan cial 

disaster strikes, or health issues, thereõs no reason why I canõt keep publishing for 

years to come, for as long as I live, in fact. How many business mo dels guarantee 

that kind of longevity? I am to be envied.  

      But enough speculation about the f uture of publishing. All that can be 

reasonably anticipated is that some sort of stable future will eventually shake out 

that may well be radically different from today  in a manner that no one currently can 

accurately predict. Fine and dandy, but what are writers to do in the meantime? To 

whom can they sell?  

      Turns out there are still a number of short story and book markets available in 

Canada, most of t hem likely to survive into the foreseeable future as best I can tell. 

Next issue I  will list as ma ny as I can find in the òLiterary Shenanigans sectionó for 

you to peruse and find comfort from the fact there are as many as there are. If you 

wish to explore  them as potential markets for your work, just Google them to see 

whatõs what. The publishing industry isnõt dead yet. Neither are you. Cause for hope. 

 

------    

 

      The title of a  recent, self -proclaimed òPretty Terribleó blog by Natalie Luhrs  is 

George R.R. Martin Can Fuck Off into the Sun , or: The 2020 Hugo Awards Ceremony.  

Note that she had been  a finalist for òbest Fan Writer Hugoó in 2017. Pretty insightful 

and painfully amusing comments on her part, bringing up a number of points that 

strike me as quite valid. You can read it here:  Critique of George R.R. Martin  

      Myself, I caught an hour  or so of the livestream. Martin showing off an early 

Hugo, which in fact is an antique orange juice sq ueezer that looks like it should have 

been a Hugo , I found somewhat amusing. But his wandering, self -indulgent 

commentary, combined with annoyingly loud music that sometimes overlaid the 

actual announcement of winners (well, at least once, anyway), an even  more 

https://www.pretty-terrible.com/george-r-r-martin-2020-hugo-awards/?fbclid=IwAR2kRU2VzTQqfbq2xn6h3e0g7MENK-B48diCkNTMOU_AJYZJtw1Jl2wutkk
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annoying echo effect built -in to the ceremony and compensated by on -screen 

instruction to click on channel 2 and hit the pause button, which allowe d you to 

listen but not watch the broadcast (which struck me as odd), wildly varying sound 

levels, misc ues, and overall difficulty keeping track of the awards themselves, 

inspired me to turn off the broadcast. Too painful to listen to. Still, given the 

cir cumstances of an ad hoc show involving participants scattered across the planet, I 

should probably be s urprised it was as good as it was. Full marks to the concom for 

trying. I guess it was successful. Sort of.  

      I did have the impression Martin was mi spronouncing a lot of names, possibly 

deliberately. Seemed to be a touch of condescension in his explan ations of traditional 

fannish practices that underly the origins of both Worldcon and the Hugos. For 

instance, he quickly ran off a list of fan funds lik e D.U.F.F. as if disgusted there were 

people attending the con who knew nothing about them. At least he  mentioned 

C.U.F.F. (the Canadian Unity Fan Fund) though he muttered something under his 

breath which sounded like òbut itõs only continentaló is if to imply òitõs not 

intercontinental so it doesnõt count.ó In which case, why mention it at all? 

      I sup pose George was chosen as GoH and Hugo host because of the staggering 

popularity of his Game of Thrones  TV series and books. That, plus his enormous 

earn ings, presumably make him a role model of a successful SF&F author. True 

enough. If you want to be like  George, be like George. Just be sure youõre equally 

talented.  

      His failing, if I can call it that, is that he is a less -than -successful spokesman on 

behalf of the sense -of-wonder joy of being a fan. Like many oldtimers of a 

curmudgeonly bent, he lea ves me with the impression he feels modern fans have 

somehow betrayed the true fen values of the òsuperioró fen of the past, that itõs really 

rather tire some to have to explain everything to the ònewbiesó who arenõt worthy of 

the knowledge, anyway. If I we re a young fan, listening to him wouldnõt make me 

want to continue being a fan. I donõt go where Iõm not wanted. 

      Maybe itõs heretical of me to say this, but why bother explaining the past when 

giving out the current Hugos? Whatõs the point? Itõs as if spokespeople for the Hugos 

are attempting to justify the Hugos, to apologise for their very existence. Screw that! 

The purpose of the Hugos is to celeb rate and promote todayõs talent and innovation. 

The Hugos are a shill for modern writers, artists, fen,  etc. Itõs a waste of time to 

lecture the audience on the ògloriesó of the past. Not relevant.  

      If the current Hugos  are to remain prestigious and important, they can only do so 

by emphasizing the importance and the prestige of the nominees and winne rs. 

Distracting the audience with mumblings about obscure and obsolete facts and 

practices theyõre òsupposedó to know is counterproductive, even damaging. I believe 

this òdead-weight pastó habit is contributing to the decline of the reputation of the 

Hugos  among the vast majority of fen who òjust like the stuff.ó Frankly, theyõre only 

interested in whatõs current. The past can go hang, as far as they are concerned. 

Hugo Award presenters should bear this in mind.  

      Granted, the Retro Hugos seem like they  need to be put in context, but I think 
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not. No more than the current Hugos. You either know about the nominees or you 

donõt. Having to explain and justify the nominees at the actual ceremony is rather 

late for any practical purpose. Wonõt change the votes. 

      Truth is, most fen donõt care about the nominees theyõre not familiar with. Thus, 

for the majority, sitting throug h the awards is a somewhat dry, even boring 

experience. Very much like watching the Oscars. Or any other set of awards.  

      The sol ution is to entertain the audience. Of course, if the entertainment sucks, it 

only compounds the problem. Here the trick i s to offer short, sharp, hilarious 

anecdotes that enliven the proceedings. Not meandering lectures on topics most 

people, even most fe n, donõt have the slightest will to sit through. Puts me in mind of 

the Ed Sullivan show back in the old days. Donõt know how many times I endured 

the bloody Red Army Chorus or that idiotic talking mouse  waiting for the good stuff 

like Wayne and Shuster sk its , or Elvis.  

      Science fiction, in theory, is all about the future. Still waiting for the Worldcon to 

fully catch up  with the present.  

      As for my take on the Hugos, I find it hilarious that John W. Campbell won a 

Retro Hugo for òBest Editoró and Jeanette Ng won the òBest Related Workó Hugo for 

her ò2019 John W. Campbell Award Acceptance Speechó in which she tore him a new 

one. Certain fen are going to be grousing and complaining about this till the day they 

die.  

      Personally, I fiercely admir e Campbell  for revolutionizing the market for SF and 

raising the quality and standards of SF literature, while at the same  time fiercely 

despise him for the limitations he put on SF literature, his credulity regarding 

assorted fraudulent pseudo -sciences (t hus bringing SF into disrepute with the 

general public) , and the racism and misogyny reflected in his editorial policies. As an 

editor he is both my personal role model AND an example of someone not to emulate. 

Depends on which aspect of his multi -faceted editorial persona is under discussion.  

      In general I am pleased with all the nominees and winners in the Retro Hugo 

categories. I am tickled to see Theodore Sturgeonõs Killdozer  win. I am even more 

pleased to see H.P. Lovecraftõs Cthulhu Mythos win. Granted, there was no òmythos.ó 

Itõs a concept August Derlerth made up for marketing purposes and something many 

evangelica ls take literally as proof Lovecraft was a Satanic bastard promoting a pagan 

religion to corrupt our youth (they have the same view re garding Lord of the Rings ). In 

reality Lovecraft was merely having fun with a cosmic form of SF horror.  

      Lovecraft wa s as racist as fuck, though, to be fair, he did begin to moderate his 

views under the influence of Rooseveltõs New Deal. But, at the same time, he was a 

master of òpurple prose campfire talesó in which mood was infinitely more important 

than plot, and as t he writer of such influenced and inspired the horror genre second 

only to Poe. An intelligent introvert who could be quite personable with like -minded 

friends, he reminds me in some ways of my grandfathers. I donõt hate them, even 

though I consider some of  their belief system to be archaic, obsolete, and not worth 

preserving. Similarly, I donõt hate Lovecraft. Just his racism.  
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      Lon g story short, I figure both the Retro Hugos and the current Hugos 

wonderfully reflect the past and present virtues of the  science fiction field. Ultimately, 

itõs all a matter of celebration and promotion. Thatõs a good thing in my books. 

 

Cheers!   The Graeme 
      Send your letters of comment, submissions, ideas, etc. to:  
 

< the.graeme.bcsfazine@gmail.com  > 
 

------    

ODDS AND SODS ABOUT THIS ZINE  
 

      Note  ð All articles unless otherwise sta ted are b y the God -Editor The Graeme.  

      Nature of zine  ð Pretty much anything to do with SF Fandom and whatever the 

fen are interested in. Or, to put it another day, whatever pops up in my fevered 

thoughts and the agitated minds of the contributors.  

      Tribu tes to Stewart Smyth  ð I had hoped to run a series of short remi niscences 

in honour of his memory and decades of contribution to Vancouver fandom. 

Unfortunately, no one sent in anything. Nor did I. I can picture him. I can hear his 

voice. I well remember h is outrage whenever this or that fan exhibited thoughts and 

beha viour typical of mundanes but unworthy of enlightened fen. I can see him in my 

mindõs eye, but itõs as if Iõm watching a play with a strobe-light flashing on and off. As 

a result,  all that my memory can provide are glimpses frozen in time. He told jokes. 

He made observations. He loved to indulge in conversation. But I canõt remember any 

of it. He was never the sort to write anything down. Produced no fanzines. Wrote no 

articles. Everything was verbal. I remember he was good to have around and good to 

be wit h. A true companion. But, increasingly these days, my memory sucks and is far 

more narrowly selective than it has any right to be. Damn it. However, I console 

myself with the thought that the memory of the people who knew us is our sole 

legacy. When we are  gone we live on in the minds of others, however imperfectly. A 

pleasant sort of monument. More fitting than stone or a poorly assembled and 

incomplete eulogy. His friends remember Stew. He is  worth remembering.  

 

------  

 

WHAT THE GOD -EDITOR WOULD LIKE TO PUBLISH  
 

      Basically, contributions by fen like you!  Thus far, there has been no great rush of 
willing contributors, though the ones who have offered their articles are great and 
wonderful in what they write. Itõs just that I am greedy and keep hoping for more.  
 

------    

 

mailto:the.graeme.bcsfazine@gmail.com
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VOID BREATHER BOMBAST  
 

      Moon Got Metal!   ð While studying ice at the bottom of deep craters at Lunaõs 

North Pole that never see sunlight, NASA has observed that associ ated dust, blasted 

out of deep strata by meteorite impacts, has a greater concentration of metals like 

iron and titanium than previou sly suspected. This has American mining corporations 

rubbing their hands in glee. You see, back in 1966 the USA signed the Outer Space 

Treaty that states Nations cannot claim territory in Space. However, the USA never 

signed the 1979 Moon Treaty which stip ulates that all activities in space must 

conform to international law. In 2015 the US Congress passed a law allowing any 

American company or citizen to mine and sell space material, albeit without claiming 

the location it comes from. Multiple nations are p lanning to mine the Moon 

eventually. Even Luxembourg set up its own space agency in 2018, for Ghuõs sake. 

Long story short,  itõs not propaganda which is driving the current space race. Itõs the 

lure of profit and strategic economic advantage. Fun times ahe ad. Now you know why 

Trump set up the Spaceforce.  

      United Arab Emirates Plan ning  Mars Colony  ð Got your attention now,  donõt I? 

Not a heading you expected to see? I could have just said Arabs in Space , which is 

not something Westerners normally contem plate. To backtrack a little:  

      In 1972 President Nixon sent Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al -Nayhan, founder of the 

UAE, a m oon rock from the Taurus -Littrow Valley gathered by the Apollo 17 crew.  

      In 1976 Sheikh Zayed met a group of Apollo Astronauts o n world tour. Sheikh 

Zayed subsequently announced an official interest in someday establishing a space 

program.  

      In J une 1985  Saudi Royalty in the form of Air Force pilot Prince Sultan Bin 

Salmon Flew aboard the Space Shuttle Discovery (mission STS -51-G) to become the 

first Muslim and Arab in space.  

      In 1987 Syrian military pilot Mohammed Faris, a graduate of the S oviet 

Interkosmos training program, flew via a Soyuz capsule (Mission TM -3) to the Mir 

space station where he spent eight days as a r esearch Cosmonaut.  

      In 2006 the UAE began collaborating with universities and space programs 

around the world to gathe r appropriate technology and knowledge to apply toward a 

probe to be sent to Mars.  

      In 2014 the UAE officially established a nat ional space program.  

      In 2017 UAE military pilot Hazza Al -Mansouri was one of two individuals to be 

first to join the UAE Astronaut Corps based at the Mohammed Bin Rashid space 

centre.  

      On Sept 25, 2019, Hazza flew aboard a Soyuz (Mission MS -15) to the 

International Space Station, returning safely on October 2 nd . 

      On April 20 th , 2020, the UAE space probe Amal ( Hope) arrived at the 

Tanegashima  Space Centre in Japan where it is to be launched atop a Mitsubishi 

Heavy Industries H2A rocket 53 metres tall and weighing 289 tonnes.  
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      Hope is cube -shaped with sides approximately 3 metres across (a width of 7.9 

metre s with solar panels extended). It weighs 1,350 KG and cost a mere $200 million 

to build. It features a high -gain dish antennae and three scientific instruments:  

      an ultraviolet Spectrometer to measure the variability of hydrogen and oxygen in 

the Mart ian atmosphere , 

      an Infrar ed Spectrometer to measure the temperature and abundance of water 

ice and vapour in the Martian atmosphere,  

      and an Exploration Imager to measure properties of water, ice, dust, and ozone 

on Mars.  

      The primary purp ose of the probe is to study th e daily and seasonal cycles of 

water, gases, and dust in the Martian environment  over a two year period . Data 

gathered will be shared with over 200 scientific and academic institutions around the 

world.  

      Since April and  the probeõs arrival at Tanegashima all onboard systems such as 

electrical power, communications, altitude control, command and control, 

propulsion, thermal control, and software programs have been thoroughly tested.  

      July 19 th , 2020 , UAE Space Probe Hope  was successfully launched on its 

mission.  

      By February, 2021, Hope  will enter a stable orbit around the red planet in time to 

commemorate the 50 th  anniversary of the creation of the United Arab Emirates.  

      Back i n July, 2020, the current Pr ime Minister of the UAE (and Crown Prince of 

Dubai) Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al -Maktoum, òannounced the launch of the 

Arab Space Pioneers Program, which aims to advance Arab expertise in space science 

and technology. As part o f a three -year program, youn g Arab researchers, scientists, 

inventors and creative talents will learn the skills required for a career in the 

expanding space sector.ó 

      Not only that, he also announced the UAEõs intention to establish òthe first 

habita ble settlement on Mars by 21 17.ó 

      A very interesting statement indeed. First, because it implies human 

technological civilization will still exist by then, which is optimistic and encouraging. 

But second, it also implies that all previous attempts by other nations will have 

failed, leaving the field open to the UAEõs success. Hmm, interesting possibilities for 

science fiction writers, methinks.  

      Anyway, my point in emphasising the UAE space program is to remind people 

that todayõs space race isnõt at all like the original s pace race. Back then it was a 

propaganda stunt game of one -upmanship to demonstrate which Superpower 

deserved to be considered number one (i.e. the dominant power every other nation 

should suck up to in world affairs). Today, nu merous nations are racing to  stick their 

fingers in the pie in order to justify a share in the economic exploitation of the Solar 

Systemõs resources. Long term planning. Thinking ahead. To unimaginative types 

who believe the world never changes it all seem s a bit silly and a complete  waste of 

money. A century from now the outlook will be very different. For one thing, 

competition for those resources could trigger  a war risk every bit as great as the 
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original cold war. Of course,  we wonõt be around to observe this. Still, fascinating to 

witness the opening stages. Plenty of room for wide -open speculation as to what will 

eventually take place. We continue to be our own favourite spectator sport.  

      By the way, the UAE is nearing completion of its own Nucle ar Power station. The 

first of the stationõs 4 reactors is already on line and operating. Ultimately the station 

will provide 25% of the UAEõs energy requirements. Fair to say the UAE is embracing 

advanced technology as the solution to its problems and the  key to future prosperity. 

Is that what Canada is doing or are we going to fall behind and someday become an 

economic and political backwater? An important question to ask, methinks.  

      China off to Mars  ð On July 23, 2020, a Long March 5 Rocket successfully sent 

Chinaõs Tianwen 1 Mars Rover toward Mars. Tianwen means òQuestions to Heaven.ó 

It lifted off from Wenchang Spaceport on Hainan Island. It will reach Mars in 

February but wonõt land for 2 or 3 months depending on the weather below (just in 

case one of those planet -girdling dust storms show up). The lander will come down in 

the Utopia Planitia impact basin near the equator  (roughly where NASAõs Viking 2 

landed back in 1976) . It is hoped the 240kg, s ix -wheeled rover will function for at 

least 90 Martian days. A mast carries ca meras, and assorted instruments on the 

body will assess the local minerology. Power will be provided by solar panel wings.  

      Chinaõs previous attempt to launch a mission to Mars, the orbiter Yinghuo -1, 

failed when itõs Russian launch vehicle fell back into the sea in 2011. Since then the 

Chinese have successfully landed two rovers on the Moon and developed the 

thoroughly reliable Long March series of rockets on their own. Fin gers crossed, they 

will succeed. The more Rovers on Mars the more we learn!  

      Perseverance and Her Helicopter Zipping T oward  Mars  ð Perseverance 

successfully lifted off courtesy of an Atlas rocket on July 30 th , 2020. In addition to 

testing her little h elicopter sheõll build a stockpile of selected rocks to be picked up 

later in the decade and brought back to Earth. Why is this important? She will be 

landing in a dried lake bed known as Jezero Crater where clays and carbonates have 

been detected, in effe ct dried sedimentary layers laid down in water. Particularly 

exciting is a òbathtub ringó of what may be stromatolites, i.e. ancient fossilised 

microbial mats. Unlike previous missions, Perseverance is designed to detect 

microbes, even in fossil form. She carries 23 advanced cameras, and even some 

microphones to pick up any sounds i n the environment. All in all sheõll be trundling 

about for a year doing her stuff. Of the three missions launched to Mars this month, 

this is the one Iõd most like to succeed.  

      Lurks the Great Galactic Ghoul?  ð This is a n alien  monster that feeds on  

probes sent from Earth to Mars . So far it has consumed about half of them. The 

concept was coined by Time Magazine journalist Donald Neff in 1997 to òexplainó the 

mysterious fai lure of numerous probes. Some failed to lift off from Earth or break out 

of or bit, some missed Mars altogether, or crashed, or landed successfully and 

mysteriously abruptly ceased operation. Perhaps coincidently, improving technology 

has seen increased num bers of successes. It is to be hoped, especially in the light of 

current missi ons, that the Great Galactic Ghoul will feed no more.  
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      Airbus -France to build Interplanetary Cargo Ship  ð As mentioned, 

Perseveranceõs main task is to find evidence of current or past life on Mars. Miniature 

samples of evidence confirming this will be  placed in small tubes which will be 

stockpiled as a sort of cairn. At some point in the future another prob e will land, 

scoop up the tubes, then blast off into Mars orbit to rendezvous with the proposed 

cargo ship. Said vessel, named ERO, will weigh 6 ton nes and possess a powerful Ion 

engine that will require solar panel wings 120 feet wide to provide electrici ty. The 

perseverance samples, assuming the rendezvous is successful, will then be placed in 

a football -sized container to be hauled back to earth. O nce in Earth orbit, the 

container will be inserted into a re -entry capsule to splash down so that its conten ts 

can be retrieved and studied in laboratories worldwide. Overall, a very complex 

mission indeed. It will cost only 7 billion dollars. With any luc k, weõll have time to 

toast the discovery of life on Mars before it has time to celebrate the discovery of l ife 

on Earth by wiping us out with some spectacularly virulent plague. Just saying.  

      Dragon X Endeavour successfully splashes down  ð Astronauts  Bob Behnken 

and Doug Hurley, whoõve been living aboard the International Space Station since 

they were lift ed into orbit by a Falcon -9 rocket back in May, undocked from the ISS 

on Saturday, August 1 st. The next day, Sunday August 2 nd , they came down in th e 

Gulf of Mexico West of Panama City in Florida. This marks the first time since the 

retirement of the Space  Shuttle system in 2011 that Americans have been able to zip 

into orbit and back down again in their own spacecraft. This is a significant milestone  

in the exploration of the Solar System. It will pave the way for a manned return to the 

Moon by Americans, and ultimately, one hopes, will contribute towards an 

international manned expedition to Mars. I, for one, hope to live long enough to 

witness whate ver live broadcasts will be available.  

      Thereõs a Weird Cloud on Mars ð Itõs been named the Arsia Mons Elongated 

Cloud, or AMEC. It forms every year around the Southern Solstice and stays put for 

80 days or so. Composed entirely of water ice, it trai ls up to 1,100 miles from the tip 

of the Volcano Arsia Mons. Alas, nothing to do with the volcano itself, bu t has 

something to do with the way local winds react with the slopes of the mountain which 

is 12 miles higher then its surroundings. Interestingly, the cloud forms and then 

fades during early morning hours, then returns the next day.  

      Virgin Galactic reveal s Interior of Passenger Spacecraft  ð It features 6 

reclining seats and 12 large circular windows. The idea is you can float out of your 

seats  and position yourself about the window of your choice for a spectacular view of 

the curvature of th e Earth. Mind you, youõll only be in suborbital space for a few 

minutes, but 16 cameras onboard will capture your entire experience. So far, 600 

people have  bought tickets at $250,000 a piece. Rest assured òsoft cabin surfaces 

and elements become intuitive  hand -and -footholds allowing astronauts to explore the 

cabin freely and fully.ó Even better, òthe cabinõs color palette has been carefully 

curated é the golden metallics resemble luminous desert sands, blues conjure 

celestial spaces and teals inspired by t he ocean ground travelers back to Earth.ó Pah! 

Sounds worse than a menu in a high -priced restaurant.  
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